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Aer ti the ind nſible diiiy of your Servant, .Wiih the bumbleſt 

h : im To depoſit theſe Tate g at your feet. And if ever my 

Lord Chancellor Iinch hid + Theater adopted io theſe — — of N.. 

ture and Arquiſition which he 15 imdurd with, It was then that he was fur- 

ni ſhed with un Illuſtraous occaſion of 4 ying and celebraiing of them. 

And the moſt indelible Records of ſucceeding (mes, w1ll tranſmu to the ud. 

mir nion, as well as inſtruſtion of future Ages, wich what Wiſdom and 

Juſlace you acquitted your felf, and uh Honour to the Ey. of ſuch as 

may be called to Sit there in the like capacity, y.w emailed upon that Fligh 

aud Revcrable Court, The Speech which accomp inied the Sentence pro- 

nounced upon the (rimmal _—_ you; did at on 8 — Ager ur 

well as the Righteouſneſs of him thar pute it. And for any now to doubt 

a Popiſh Conſpiracy ag unſt the King, the Proteflant Religion, and the 

overnment Eſt 1b1ijhed by Law in England, :s not onely to Arraign the 

moſt impartial, as well as the greateſt Tribunal under Heaven, but ſo con- 

tradict a perſon who contrary to a thouſand Secular Byaſſes, proclaimed the 

S-ntimenis of his own Soul, in publiſhing thè Sentence of that tremendous 

Ju icature. Onely let me with all becoming humility, ſuggeſt to your 

Lotdſhip the Senſations and Reſentments of the Papal Party, nt 1mely, That 

by the Condemnation of this one — you have not onely Impeached, 

but in effect conducted the whole Body of the Romiſh Faction in England; 

And for your Lordſhip henceforth to hope to skrene your ſelf from the effects 

7 of their Exaſperat on and Rage, but by a zealous proſecution of them ac- 

J cording to the demerit of their Crimes, were not onely to abandon your ſelf 

to the neglect of your friends, but the Triumph "of your Enemies. For a- 

3 mong all the ſins which are enrolled for veniat - there 
9 is no proviſion of pardon - him that condemns a Votary to the Triple - 

X Gown, or adjudgeth thoſe to the Gibbet, whoſe obedience to the Infallible 

D Ch ur obliged them to d ſtrey Heretical Kings and Kingdoms. Nor was it 

to the diminution of your Glory, that you made your e wherewith 

at other times you we blizoned many great and Nuble Subjetts, vail in 

that Oratiou to the ſtrength and uncontrollableneſs of Reaſon. And did not 

> ' the Formalities of Luw require the Atteſtation and Teſitmony of Oral Mi- 
cs es, the Arguments demonſlrative of a Horrid Conlpiracy, wherein the * 

Papiſts are imb wht aud involved which enliven th it great and ſolemn 

Speech, might without the acceſſion of any other Evidence, be ſuſſi tent to 


HE Auguſt Charafer which your Lordi ip bore, and the Lofty 
pl ice which you flled at the T yl of Lie Lord Stafford, ven- 
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ground 
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The Epiſtle Je 
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ground a Verdict 
Community in 
charge the — WB, 
thority of whoſe Derrees give for the art, a terminative and final de- 
ciſion in more Abba, caſes; only let me that vou have hereby kindled 
thoſe 23 in the hearts of a iſh men, as well as Londoners, as no- 
thin 
CG _ by the band of Juſtice, will be ever able to ch or ex- 
tingu;ſp them. My Lord, that true — and Proteſtant Charity, which 
comple you to give : that Viſcount an Intere —— ayers to Ge for the 
pardon of thoſe Crimes above, 2 the not remit here below, 
— who withall, neither begg value wpur them, will, 1 


hope, mee your Lord ſtup to l 55 the 2 vol of this Addreſs. 


Your Lordſhips moſt dutiful 
and obedicnt Servant, 


70 HN SMITH 


Reflections 
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1 920 - Oftifionedby the SPEECH of 


William Late Viſcount Stafford ,- 
4 On the Scaffold at Tower-Hill.. 
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Cr. Is matter of no ſmall ſurprige, that not thſtand ing the Diſcovery of a hor- 
rid Popiſh Plot againſt the King's Perſon, the Proceſtant Religion, and the 

| Government Eabliſhed by Law, yer the Nation after the Expiration of two 
years fince the firſt Detection of it, doth: ill lie as much expoſed to all the dangers 
which it threateneth, as the firſt hour when it was revealed. And that which encrea- 
ſerch the amazement is, that neither the advantages which we have by enjoying a 
Proteftant King, nor the Counſels and aſſiſtance which three ſeveral Parliaments have 
faithfully and chearfully contributed, have been hitherto able to ſecure our.Religion, 
Lives and Liberties, from the hazards. which this Papal Conſpiracy travelleth wich, 
and would involve us under. But that which is moſt of all aſtoniſhing, is the endeavour 
to diſcredit the belief of the Plot, and this after. it hath not only been fo fully and lg- 
gally made evident by the Papers and Letters of ſome of the Conſpirators, the poſitive 
and concurring Teſtimonies of many Witneſſes; the Murders and Aſſaſſinations committed 
upon ſeveral Magiſtrates, as well as others, for diſcharging their duty in the detect- 
ing of it; but after it hath been put beyond all rational iction as well by the votes 


and reſolves of ſo many Parliaments, as hy the conviction and Execution of divers of 


the Traitors.And when the hifing and ſuborning in perſons to deſame and weaken 
the credit of the witneſſes, and the rampering with ſome uf themfelves to corrupt and 
make them retract their Depoſitions, had failed them im the,accompliſhing what they 
propoſed unto theraſelves, they thereupon Perſevere to ſoment and cheriſh a disbelief 
of the Plot, by arguments derived from- the Curſes and Imprecations, whereby thoſe 
that were convicted of, and executed for it, did in the affirmation of their v 
affront the Juſtice. of the Nation with their laſt and dying breath. For having found all 
their other Arts, and their manifold fubornations, to iſlue only in the pre judice of their 


Gauſe, and the puniſhment of rhoſe whom they had employed; they are therefore 


farced to ſtake the Reputation of their Religion and Church, and Safety of their 
whole Party, the Oaths and Curſes, whereby thoſe that were condemned; have 


in the concempti/and defiance of the cleareſt Evidence, and moſt Impartial Juſtice, en- 


deavouted to outface us into a perſuaſion: that they were guilcleſs, and ſuffered un- 
juſtly. ä = wal ' 
Now, though this may affect ſome eaſie and weak perſons, with an opinion that they 
died not fo criminal as their Indictment and Sentence bore ; yet it can make no impreſ- 
lion upon men acquainted with Books, or converſant and experienced in the affairs and 
tranſactions of the world: Seeing it igealie for ſuth ro know, that falſe Aſſe verations 
and Oaths are not only conſiſtent with, and juſtited by the Principles of Papal Re- 
ligion, but that they are agreeable to what Popiſh Traitòrs, and other Malefactors 


within the Roman Communion, bave practiſed upon leſt important Motives and Occa- 


ſions ; and that likewiſe in their laſt hours when they were immediately after to appear 


before the Divine Tribonal, - And if the Romiſh Party in England, were not Judictally 


left to betray the higheſt Folly, as well as perpetrate the greateſt Villanies, it were not 
poſſible that aſter the gw] Learned "Anſwers, - which were publiſhed againſt the 
Speeches of the. five Jeſuirs, who ſuffered, une the 20th 1679. And notwirhitanding all 
the Infamy which hath thereby redounded to their Cauſe, they ſhould Nift take Sanctu- 
ary in Falſhood..and  Perjury. But having no other Vindication of their Innocency to 
berake themſelves unto, they muſt either acknow their Guile to the eternal Re- 
roach of their Religion, and the hazard of their roral Extirpatiom out of His Majeſtics 
ominions ; or they muſt' ſucceſſively as _ come to be arraigned and executed, re- 
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rity of the Papiſts, 
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” treat to falſe and horrid Oaths and Imprecations, ations, for the preſerving che credit of cheir 


Church, and the protecting their friends, from the puniſhments re which this Helliſh 
Conſpiracy hath made the greateſt number, as well as the conſiderable of | 
obnoxious, Accordingly the Late Y:ſcount Stafford hath for the bonour of Mother 
Church, and the promoting the bleſſed Deſign of ovetthrowing the Proteſtant Reli- 
giongand deſtioy ing ſuch as profeſs it in theſe Nations, been prevailed wjth to ſhut up 
the Courſe of a Tra terous and Criminal Eife, wich moſt ſtupendous and aſtoniſhiag 
Per jury, by aſſaming the Impudence to proteſt and ſwear that he was Innocent of what 
he was brought to ſuffer for. And all this after that the moſt Righteous and Impartial, 
as well as the higheſt and moſt Auguſt Court in the World, had on the faireſt Trial, 
and moſt convincing Evidence that ever Offender was convicted or ſentenced upon, 


found and pronognced him guilty, '£ 


2. Now, though the Principles of the Papiſts be ſuch,and che Tyes they are under 
from their intereſt ſo ſtrong, that there is no hope — leſt that any regard 
to Truth or Juſtice ſhould influence the i any in that Communion to act 
otherwiſe, ſhouſd they be brought to tread a „ Or mount a er upon the 
ſcore of the Preſent Plot, yet we will not Deſpal but that the which by un- 
controllable Evidence we ſhall fix and entail upon the memory of the Late Vic 
Stafford, may prevent ſuch as hereafrer may come to ſuffer for this Confpiracy,from 
the indiſcrerion of dying like Fools, and men regardleſs aa much of their Names here, as 
of their Salvation hereafter, Bur if that Inſatuation and Obſtinacy which hath hitherto 
prevailed over the Minds and Conſciences of thoſe of the Papal Faction, ſhould ſo 
powerfully continue upon them, as to render that part of my unſucceſsful, yer 
I comfort my ſelf with the hopes of being able ſo far to vndeceive and inſtruct the 
reſt of mankind, as to preſerve and ſecure them from giving fairh and credit to Papi 
in any thing they ſhall ſay or ſwear for: the future; eſpecially when their 
Intereſt, or that of their Church dependeth upon, or is concerned in it. » by 

—— indeed this Plot is already both fo far unvailed and laid open, and ſo demonſtra 
tively confirmed and proved, that none pretending, to the name of a Proteſtant, can 
bring into queſtion either the Truth or Execrableneſs of it, unleſs he be really a Papiſt, 


and aſſume the appellation of a Proteſtant only as a ſaſe and faſhionable Vizard, More- 


over, the Vindicating the Juſtice of the Nation, and the clearing the Integrity and ho- 
nout of that higb, and ſo much to be renowned Court of Judicature, before whom the 
Late Viſcannt Srafford was arraigned, and by whom he was with fo. great ſolemnity 
pronounced guilty and condemned; is a matter worthy of our otmoſt Zeal and Dili- 
gence, and the due performing whereof we ſhall alwaies eſteem a — of the greateſt 
uſefulneſs we were capable of applying our ſelves unto in this World. 

Ix fine, by diſcourſing this matter as it ought, and placing things in that light and 
clearneſs which are due to them, we hope to render the Conviction. of thoſe other 
Traitors, who either already are, or may come hereafter to be Impeached upon the ac- 
count of this Conſpiracy, not only leſs liable to private Cenſures and Oblequies, but 
more eaſie and diſpatchable. For there are fome perſons, who though they fully be- 
lieye-a Plot, that from the reverence which they would be thought to bear to tho 
ſolemn Appeals which the Accuſed make to God of their Innocency, at withheld from 
giving that entire credit to the Witneſſes for the King, which the Authority of the De- 
ponents Oaths, the coherencs of their Feſtimonies, the intrinſick Evidence of their De- 


polit ions, the correſpondence of one part with another, and-many material and circum- 
ſtantial proofs ſeem to exact from them. But though not only weak and well mean- 


iog men, but perſons of great prudence and circumſpection, and throughly acquainted 
h all the meaſures according to which Juſtice is to be adminiſtred, and publick 


Trials of Offenders tranſacted, may ſuffer themſelves to be. impoſed upon by audacious 
Aſſeyerations, before the guile and falſhood of them be diſcovered ; yet if they continue 


io their credulity after that the higheſt blaſphemy againſt whatſoever is and ſhould be 
preſeryed ſacred, comes to be detected and laid open, they muſt not take it amiſs if 
the generality of mankind not only charge them with eaſineis of belief, and folly, but 
father, upon them Accuſations that are more Groſs and Criminal. Nor is there any 
character ſo black, but that they deſerve their names ſhould be erernally loaded 
with it, who not only ſuffer themſclves to be wheedled by Aſſeverat ions deſtitute 
of all -grounds which ſhould command reſpect and deſerrence, but which through the 
palpableneſs of their falſhood ought to raiſe a deteſtation and horror in the minds of all 
thoſe who maintain any veneration for God, wboſe name is ſo audacioully and ſacrilegi- 
ouſly proſtituted to the atteſtation of lyes'and petjuries. 

$ 3. And ſeeing the Papiſts have hitherto produced nothing cowards their Viadi- 
cation from the Plot, that is material or conſiſtent with it ſelf, but that thoſe — 

n 


— 3 : 2 N * , 3 EOS & 
been bronghe- to ſufſer for ir, have aſſerted their Inrccency ard denyed their aut 
when in the Immediate proſt ct of Death ard Eternity, It wilkport therefore be an un- 
fig re matque inour very entrance on the diſccurſe of this matter, that their criminal- 
neſs is not only made Evident by the Teſtimony cf mary Eure n ho through the 
hopes they enjoy of the continuation of their lives ate cafebſe of being ie pte d by the 
Expectation of profit and greatne ſe, but that it is ccnfit med and eftabMhed upon the 
horiry of Expiring and dying perſons, who as they felr and ſaw themſelves out of 
opes of enjoying the pleaſures of Life any lorger, or compaſling riches or advance - 
to their friends or poſterity, ſo they ought ro be jadged delivered from the 


Impreſſion of all ſu Allurements in what they faid , * no man can ſuppoſe 
that any thing elſe ſheuld influence them to ſpeak falſly: Accordingly Ar. Beals 
in the view and a of Death, affirmed both upon rhe Faith of 4 


Chriſtian, and 4s be hoped'fer Sdivation, hat be had mr enged no man by kis Sce his Exa- 
Teſtimony, but that whatſoever be had teſtified — Plot was true, jag Sine his 
Shall the Advocares for the Conſpirators, account themſelves mightily. fi. 
advanraged in ing the Credit of the King's Witneſſes, from this that | 
there is hot that Faith to be given to men not only inthe poſſeſſion of Health, but bavirg 
all | ſecurity of their Lives, as thefe is to perſons who both know that they mutt 
j iately die, and that they are to appear before the great and righteous God, who 
hath threathed to pyniſh all Falſhood and Perjury with unconceivable terments? And 
ſhall not we eſteem our ſelves mi as to the truth of the whole Evi- 
dence concerning the Plot, by finding that ſo conſiderable a Witneſs both in detecting 
the and degrees of it, as well as thoſe that were ergaged in its contrivarceard 
tion, ſhould ſo ſolemnly ſeal whar he had before depoſed with bis laſt and dy- 
ing Breath ? Hęrg. ia g chat hath declared their Guilt, in the ſame Circumſtances where- fb L PA 
in the advocats for Rome glory ſo much, that the condemned affirmed their Innocency. . H140ud 
So. that all their Harangues concerning the Credit thag is due to the Allevera-nt ply 


tions of dying perſons, are much more applicable to our Belief of the Plot, on the d ing Ay, 
Teſtimony of Afr. Beale, than it is ible they ſhould be to the weakening our Faith fre A, 


about it, upon their — who were —— Convicted and - 
Condemned for it. For their to Preſerve the Reputation of their Religion, N 
Secure the Liberties of of thei ty, apd the Hopes which they might latter £, 7 Av 
themſelves with, to fave their own, with a Deſire of Recommending their *-£/.- Pg 
memories to the favorable Opinion of future Generations, may be conceived Sufficient > | 


Grounds and Inducements to influence them to a Denial, Whereas Afr. Bedlo had no H 
Concernment of his own, no Expectations of advantage to accrue to his Freinds or Re- Ws 
lations, no hopes of avoiding approaching Death, which might be conceived to prevail 

upon him, to breath our his laſt words in the Affirmation of their Guilt. Beſides, the 

Principles of their Religion are ſuch, as do both countenance their Denial, and Juſtifie 

them in it; whereas the Principles of the Proteſtant Religion, wherein this Gentleman 
Dyed, do both prohibit and condemn the aſſerting every thing that is falſe, let the Mo- 

tives be never ſo great and important. The diſparity between the Aſſeverations of the 

one and of the other, is ſo conſiderable upon this ſingle and alone Account, that ſhold 

it be admitted that their Circumſtances were the ſame. in all other things, as ＋ as 

in that of Death izamediately in their view, yet there can be no juſt Competition be- 

tween the weight and Authority of what they ſaid in the Atteſtation of their Innocerey, 

and what he affirmed in the Confirmation of their Guile, And it is remark«ble, that he wer 
not only Dyed in the profeſſion of the Proteſtant Religion, which precludeth all hopes qc . —* 
of pardon to any that-ſball perſevere in malice, hatred, lying and ſlandering; but tac fps 0— 
during bis whole Sickneſs, be was in the Exerciſe of all ſeeming contrition and remorſe , Ry 
and ſo far as any one could judge, in the practice of fincerggnd unſe igned Repentatice, ** Da 
for all the fins whereby he bad offended dpd, or injured Men. So that upon all that 

can rationally ſway or determine our belief, entire credit ought to be given to Mr. = 
Beal, upon the Declatation he made of their Vullt in the Juncture and Circumſtance of 

Dying ; whereas there is nothing that can be juſtly or rationally alledged, which with- 

out abandoning our ſelves to weakneſs and eaſie Credulity, can obtain from us the giv- 

ing the leaſt Faith to them, notwithſtanding their affirming their Innocency in expicing 
Circumſtances, And therefore though the Publick bath ſuſtained great loſs by the re- 

moval of a Witneſs, that couldhave not only teſtified sgainſt ſo many of the Conſpira- 

tors, but ſo particularly, and with ſo many corroborating Circumſtances ; yet the De- 

- poſition which he —— in his laſt Sickneſs, whereby in the proſpe ct of approaching 

Death, and in the belief and ſenſe of his ſpeedy appearing at the Tribunal of God, be 

confirmed and ratified upon Oath all that he bad declared before, hath doge mote ts 


eſtabliſh the Credir of the Plot, and ruine the Reputation of the Papal Patty in the 
| | minds 


1 4 
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minds of all unbiafſed men, iban ever he could have effet ed by never ſo many reiterated! 
Teſtimonies againſt — Bers, and in Courts of judicature. TRE, 
'$ 4. Nor inthe next place ought any man to be ſurprized, that ſuch of the Tedicors — 
as have been convicted and condemned for this Helliſh and Damnable Plot, ſhould Die 
profeſſing theig lunocency as to what they were condemned for; ſeeing they bound · 
and obliged themſelves by ſuch Out hs which they account moſt ſole mn, and vowed by 
whatſoever according to the Principles of gheir Religion, is eſteemed more ſacred: 
| other, that they would never diſfover the Conſpiracy which 
| See Ireland's Tryal, were engaged in. For all thoſe to whom this v Di 
_ 2 — cmmunicated; and eſpecially ſuch who were to be aſſilt in at, 
bie. dag taken anOath of Secrecy,and the Sacrament e as all the 
; Witneſſes do inform us, never to reveal or d what they were _ 
either engaged in, or acquainted with, And the tenor of this 185 nd Catholick Oath, 
by which they moſt ſacredly and indiſpenſibly bound t Ives, was as it Was 
found very tappily amongſt Mr. ens Papers, a Prieſt, in Sir 4 Gaſcoyne's 
Houſe. I A. B. being in ard 3 Almighty Gad, the Bleſſed 
The Papifts Oath of Mary Ever Virgin, the Bleſſe 3 the Archangel, "the B 
A oy dy Abe. St. John Bapriſt, che holy Apoſtles St. Peter and St, Paul,” and allube 
* dk — ro Saints in Heaven, and to you my Ghoſtly Fqgher, do declare, and in my 
oule of Commons. heart believe the Pope, ChrifÞs Vicar Gels to bt the true und 
Head of Chriſt's Church here on Earth; and this by virtue of the Keys 
of binding and loeſi g given his Holineſs by our Savlour Chriſt, he hath to Depoſe all 
Heretical Kings and Princes, and cauſe them to be killed: ore to the utmoſt 7 17 
| power, I will deſend this Doctrine, and his Helineſſes Rights, againſt all Uſurpers what 5 
3 eſpecially agaunſt the now pretended King of England, in regard that be hath broke his Vows 
with his Helineſſes Agents beyond Seas, and not rmed his promiſes in bringing into 
England rhe holy Roman cu Religion. I do renounce and diſown my Allegianto as 
Ont to the ſaid pretended King of England, or obediente' to qny ef bis inferiour Officers and 
Magiſtrates; but do believe the Proteſtant Doctrine to be heretical and z; and that 
«4ll are damned who do not ſorſake the ſame ; and to the beſt of my power, will help bis He- 
* lineſſes Agents here in England, ro Extirpate and Root out the ſaid Proteſtant Doftrine, and 
ro deſtroy the ſaid Pretended King of Englapd, and g ſuch of bit Subjects as will not adhere 
3 ro the holy See of Rome, and the Religion there profeſſed. 1 de further promiſe and declare, 
L { That I will keep ſecret ah private, and not divuge diretily or elt, by word, writing, 
or circumſtance, whatſctve- ſhall be propoſed, given in charge, or diſcovered ro me, 'by you my 
2 Father, or aug oller engaged in the premoting ef thil proxa and holy Deſign ; And 
Y that I will be active, aud not 75 from 2 carrying of it on: And that no hopes of rewards 
threats or pun'ſi'ments, ſhall make me di the reſt concerned in ſo pions 4 work; And if 
diſcovered, ſrall never conſeſs any acceſſaries with my ſelſ concerned in this Deſign. All which 
1 do ſmear by rhe Bleſſed Trinity, and by the Bleſſed Sacrament, which I now putpoſe to re- 
ceive, ro perform, and on my part, keep inviolab(c : And de call all the Angels and Saints 
in F to wit neſi my rat intention to keep this Oath, In Teſtimony whereof, I do re- 
cerve this moſt holy Sacrament of the Enchariſt. | 
Now beſides that there is nothing more probable or fuller of morak Certaifity, than 
that, in a buſineſs, ſhould ir be diſcovered, of ſo fatal Conſequence to their Religion 
and themſelves, they would ufe all Imaginable waies and means to bind the jences 
of thoſe that were truſted with ic from revealing and detecting what was commi 
them; ſo the Methods which they took in Promoting former Plots and Treaf 
the prevention of their Diſcovery, having been by che preſcription and im 
an Oath of Secrecy, may give us all deſirable Aſſurance that they were equalſy careſul 
ro ui der tte detection offietris, and that accordingly they made uſe of fome ſolemn 
' Oath of ſecrecy to that purpolc. Ani that hy the Engine of ſuch an Oath they have 
endeavoured to ferrer the Cpnſciences, agd ſtop the mouths of their Proſelytes and 
Complices heretofore, we are abundantly Informed in à book ſtiled 4 tr and 
perfect Relation of the whale proceedings againſt Garnet the feſuit and bis Confederates, _» 
which was Publiſhed by Authority Azno 1606, where we have the Som of the ſaid 
Oath thus conveyed unto us and recorded; v. Ton ſhall Swear by the Bleſſed Trinity, 
and by tbe Sacrament you now pur poſe to recerve,” never to diſcloſe direttly or indirefth, by 
81 * word or ci cam ſtance, the matter that ſtall be prepoſed to you to beep Serret, nor de- 
1 AS fot from the Excent ion there, ail the reſt ſual grog yew leave. Which Oath was ad- 


. 
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winiſtred by Gtrrard the Jeſuit to Catesby, Lerch, Wright, Winter and Fawkes, in the 
Second year of the Reign of King net, and by Greenwell the jeſuit to Bates in the 
; fame year, though in the ſollowing month. And as this was an unqueftionable Copy 
tor out pretenr Gofpirators to write aſter; ſo we may eafily inform our (cles - 
6 : : ence 


(5) | 
hence, by virtue of what eyes theth Hand aley of the late Plot dyed in the aſſe ve. 


ration of their ency ; for if we do but them to have lived in the practical 
belief of their own Religion, or that they were poſſeſſed with any hopes of attaining 


happineſs in the way of it, we muſt then perſtrade our ſelves, that they would not des 


part out of rhe world in the violation of an Oath which they had ſo ſolemnly taken, and 
which the principles of their Faith doth not only — of, but makes the keeping of 
it meritorious. As to other Oaths,they might be eaſiſy diſpenſed with, both to make ard 
break them, but there was no Expectation of any diſpenſation ſor, or abſolution upon 


the violation of this Oath. For can it be ſo much as once apprehended, that after t 


have brought perſans under a bond which they eſteem fo ſacred and unviolable, they 
ſhould then indulge and allow them ro tranſgreſs _ an obligation fo neceſſary to the 
compaſſing of their ends, and in the punctual obſervation whereof they have ſtated fo 
much of their Religion and the future bappineſs of their Proſelytes? To act diſſonantly 
to this Oath which ſo admirably framed and calculated for the good of Mother Church, 
and the grandeſs of the triple Crown, were a perjury'nor to be expiated; but to for- 
ſwear themſelves in ſubſerviency to the gainful and Religious ends of this Oath, is at 
once not only venial, bur worthy of Immortal Glory. I readily grant, that partly by 
the Antecedent Oath of Secrecy which they had ſo ceremonioully and auguſtly ta- 
ken, and partly by the circumſtances under which the papal cauſe and faCtion laboured 
when they came to dye, they were brought into a ſtrait or dilemma of per jur ing the m- 
ſelves on the one hand, or upon the other. But now, can we reaſonably think that they 
would per jure themſelves detecting the Plot, when they knew that upon ſo do- 
ing, they were both by the principles of their Faith, and the Sentence of their 
Church, to ſtand ad judged to Eternal Torment ? And ought we not rather to aſſure our 
ſelves, that under the ſecurity which they had of happineſs in the keeping inv iolate 
their firſt Oath, they would in defiance of all Truth, atteſt God above, and call Men be- 
low to witheſs, they were altogether Innocent of what they were charged with. For 
ainſt the dread — — of all that this might render them obnoxious unto, 
might ſecure ves by a diſpenſation before hand to do it, or provide for 
their ſalyation by an Abſolution afterwards, or truſt ro their Martyrdom in ſo holy a 
Cauſe for the expiation of ſo ſmall-a Crime, or at the worſt they could but expect that 
their puniſhment in Hell for ſo beneficial a perjury to the Church, ſhvuld be only for a 
ſcaſon and that the prayers of Catholicks, the ſuperlative —— of Maſſes and the 
boundleſd and unqueſtionable Power of Chriſt's Vicar, who hath both the Keys of Hea- 

venand Hell, would ſoon them thence, and tranſlate them to happine 
§ 5. But that we may the better underſtand how far Papiſts may lawfully not only 


endesvour by bare Affirmations to impoſe falſhoods upon the world, but forfwear them- 


ſelves for the good of the Catholick Church, and the grandeur of the Papal Chair; we 
will briefly unfold and lay open how far they” allow themſelves, and are juſtified by 
their Writers and Ghoſtly Fathers to do ſo, in ſubſerviency meerly to their own credit 
and reputation, of ar moſt, in order only to their own perſonal ſafety. And without er- 
quiring, till afterwards, upon what maxims of Divinity, the Rowan Caſuiſſs indulge 
their Diſciples and Converts ro do ſo, we ſhall at preſent produce an Inſtance ar two, 
and thoſe very remarkable, by which it will appear, that this is allowed by the Ghoſtly 
Fathers, and practiſed by the Members of the Papal Communion ; the firſt then ſhall be 
that which Robert Perkins gave an Information of upon Oath, and which Sir Robert At- 
lin. one of the Judges at Stafford Aﬀizes 1679. took as followeth. 

This Informant ſaith, That about ſeven or eight years ſince Mr, Ar- This is to be had 
thur Fox (then Servant to the preſent Lord. Aſton) came to him, and to CRY ir ſelf, 
another of his friends, and told them that there wasa Baſtard-child laid Ball — — 
to his charge, by one of bis Lords Tenants Daughters, and did acknowledge Court gear the 
to them that he did ſeveral timgs Lye with her, and that by the beſt com- Black Bull in Old 
pat at ion of time he conld make , he had juſt grounds to believe ſhe had Bail, 
done him no wrong in this her charge; and that be verily believed him- n 
ſelf to be the Father of the Child, aud therefore came io them as his particular friends, ao 
their Advice in the caſe, bow to prevent the noiſe and ſcandal, and great charge that was the 
to enſue bereupom, and deſired them to treat with the Tonng Womans Father and Mothey 
abort it, and 10 offer them a certain ſum of money to free him from all ſuture charge ſrom or 
reaſon of ibis buſineſs, In purſuance of this requeſt this . Informant and his friend adareſſed 
themſelves to the Toung Woman, and to her Father and Mother. The Toung Woman with the 
greateſt Afſeverations and Proteſt ations did affirm, that ſhe had never Lays with any man 
whatever, bt the ſaid Mr. Fox, and that be was the real Father of the Child. Then they 
came toaTreay with ber Faber abont aſcertaining the charge, and agreed that Mr. Fox 
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pre, 
ſhould pay thirty ponds, to be ſor ever ages, Fen thy ſaid Child | Le 


was accordingly paid. When they returned to Mr. Fox, and had 
— made for him with the Father and Mother 7 the Toung Woman, be 


eemed exceeding well ſatisfied therewith, and returned them thaphs, owning himſelf 
very much obliged ro them — for their great care aud pains is rranſating this Affair ſor 
him, and bringing it to an 1ſſue ſo much to his content. * 

Mr, Evers the Prieſt belonging to the Lord Aſtons bowſe, was abroad whilſt this buſineſs 
was in agitation, but returning in ſew days before all the ſaid thirty pownd was paid, was in- 
formed 4 Mr. Fox himſelſ what agreement was made for him by this Informant, and his 
friend as aforeſaid. Mr. Evers having thus underſtood the whole caſe told Mr. Fox that 
what he had done was not ſufficient to _ off the ſcandal from their Church,for to bis know- 
ledge this ſtory was much talks of abroad, and that with very ſevere reflettions upon the 
Roman Catholicks in general j and therefore as his Ghoſtly Father, be would adviſe him what 
was to be done in order to the taking off ſo great 4 ſcandal from their Church, and added that 
he had . — — , _ it and that t ee —— 
what method uſe thereſore required him to ; or C Ac- 

cordingly Mr. Fox came to Confeſſion to the ſaid Mr. 2 the whole matter as 
aforeſaid ; then Mr. Evers told bim again, be continuing wpon his knees, that the ſcandal 
which was hereby brought to their Church, was very great, and therefore for the tiking it off, 
and preventing | he's. ſcandal for the ſarure to their Church, to my Lord Aſton,or fo himſelf 
Mr. Peters and he had agreed upon this comrſe; Viz. that he ſhowld go immediately to his 
Lord Aſton, and on bis knees before bis Lord and Lady, with ſolemn Oaths and Aſſever ations - 
deny that ever he had any thing to do with the ſaid Tonng Woman in that nature, and that 
be was altogether innocent of the Crime laid to, his charge z and that after this he ſhould 
up to the Chappel where the Congregation was met, and there in like manner deny it with t 
like Aſſeverations, and to confirm them iu the belief of it, be ſhould then beſore them receive 
the Sacrament When Mr, Evers had finiſhed theſe Inſtruttions, he gave bim. Abſolut ion before 
he roſe from hit knees, telling bim, if he obſerved theſe Inftruftions , be was ab 
from the ſaid Crime, and therefore innocent of it 2 and might ſo declare himſelſ as 
aforeſaid; All which Inſtructions in every perticular the ſaid Mr. Fox ob- 
ſerved, His friend aforeſaid being in the Chappel when he diſowned the Fact with ſolemn 
Oaths, and received the Sacrament upon it. Here we have not an inſtance what 
little credit is to be given to the Oaths and Aſſeverations of Papiſts, but how they pro- 
Tftirute what themſelves account moſt ſacred, namely Confeſſion, Abſolation, and the Sa- 
crament of the Exchariſt to their baſe and ſeculat ends. Andif the b Re- 
putation of one Fellow, or the avoiding the Cenſures which be upon 
the Papal Religion, becauſe of fin of one of the Members of their Communion, Which 
the Doctrine of their Church pronounceth at worſt to be but venial, could be eſteemed 
motives and inducements weighty enough, and ſufficient, for the Authorizing of Per- 
Jury, and the prophaning the Inſtitutions of their Religion; can we then judge it ſtrange, 
or ought we to entertain it with any ſurpriſe, that for the ſaving not only the honour of 
their Church, but the Eſtates and Lives of ſo many of their Faction in Englasd, from the 
Juſt Imputations and deſerved Puniſhments, which ſo horrid a Treaſon as that now 
charged upon them, muſt both render their Religion and Parry obnoxious unto, they 
ſhould not only allow, but oblige their Votaties, ro uſe the like Imprecations and Oaths 
rowards the wheedlipg the unthinking and credulous ſort of Proteſtants into a belief of 
cheir Innocency. 

The ſecond Inſtance I ſhall give of the Freedom they aſſume unto themſelves of abu- 
ſing the Faith of Mankind by Oaths, and how Gr they are from reckoning it any crime 
to ſorſwear themſelves for the advantage of the Catholick Cauſe, ſhall be that of a 
Souldier lately admitted into one of the Companies of the - King's Guards under the 
Command ofa Captain, who is well known to be an abborrer of ſuch practice. This 
Fellow having taken the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, the only Legal Teſt 
whereby the Government hath provided for the diſtinguiſhing betwixt Proteſtants and 
Papiſts among perſons of that and — 4 was nevertheleſs ſuſpected by ſome 
of his Companions, who knew what Religion 4 been of before, to be ſtill a Papiſt, 
and that he had only ſwallowed thoſeOaths for ends which he was willing to conceal, but 
which according to the Romiſh Religion, might ſanctiſie a prophanation of the name of 
God. Accordingly having reſolved for their own ſatisſaction, and their better inſtru- 
Ction what that vile Religion countenanceth men in, to have a watchful and obſervant 
Eye over him, they were ſo fortunate as the laſt February, to trace him to the Portugal 
Ambaſſadors, where they ſa him not only preſent at Mals, but kneel at the Elevation 
of the Hoſt. Which from the Regard which they bear to His Majeſties Honour, did fo 
inflame their Zeal, that they immediately ſeized him after he was come out of the 

Chappel; 
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z and having carried him whither they thought fit, they firſt ſtript bim to the 

er and x poured a Pale of Wares le y down lese, as a teſtimony of 
their Reſentment, and as a kind of Military correckion. To this I might ſubjoyn the 
known Story of one ob Cummin, who having ſwallowed the Oaths of Allegiance and 
in order to his being Liſted alſo in His Majeſties Guards, was lately ſciz-d 

upon Duty in the Tower, and Committed to New Priſon, not only as a Papiſt, but as a 
Prieſtz and though there was not Legal Evidence to Evince the laſt, yet the firſt is in- 


. 


dubitable. However, we ſee that the Papiſts can ſorſwear as well as diſſemble their 


Religion, when it is ſo much for the Intereſt of the Catholick Cauſe,as the winding the m- 


ſelves into the Guards, muſt needs be eſlee med. And as we have reaſon to believe this hot 


the perſon who hath had a Diſpenſation to take the aforeſaid Oaths, in order, to 
the ing the holy Deſigns of the Infallible Chair ; ſo no man can be lo ignorant, as 
not to that through their being Liſted under His Ma jeſties Enſigns, they are 
ready for the Subverfion of our Religion, and the Deſtruction of our Lives, whenſoe ver 
they hear of the King's Death ſhall come, which they have ſo long waited for, and uſed 
ſo many waies to haſten, And beſides, this Juſtifies the Jealouſies of thoſe Noble and 
Renowned Peers, who in their Addreſs ro His Majeſty Panna the twemy fifth laſt , 
told him that they had reaſon to fear and apprehend that neither Lords nor Commons 
will be in Safety at Oxford, but will be daily expoſed to the Swords of the Pap'ſts and their 
Adberents, of whom too many, is to be feared, are crept into his Guards, © \ 

§ 6. And whereas ſome may poſſibly imagine, that though men may be influenced 
to perjure themſelves, while in a probability to live and enjoy not only the beneficial 
fruics of their perjuries, but may be ready to delude themſelves with hopes of repent- 
of their Villanies afterwards, if they ſhall at any time arrive at ſuch a perſuaſion of 

as to think it neceſſary; we ſhall therefore in the next place give an account of 
ſome condemned for crimes, leſs dangerous to the Papal Cauſe, ſhould they be ac 
knowledged, than Treaſons againſt the and Government are likely to prove, who 
yet to the bleſſed proviſions of their Religion, and in an Implicit Obedience to 
their G Fathers, have ventured the going boldly off the Stage, affirming and 
ſwearing their Innocence, when they knew their own guilt. The Relations were ſent to 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Eſſex, in a Letter from Dublin bearing Date the fifth 
of March, 1679. and at London for Langley Curtis, 1679. The firſt contains an 
account of one e Curph, 4 the who at Lent Aſſizes ſeven years before, was tryed 


ore Baron Hene (then His Majeſties Serjaut) for Burglary committed in the County of 


„ and being found guilty, was condemned to dye. And that the ſaid Curphy dc. 

˖ with co and aſſeverations of his Innacency at the Gallows, and 
turned off the perfiſting in his denials, but that the Rope breaking by chance aſter 
had bung ſome little ſpace, and be coming again to himſelf,thankedGod who had given hi 
to declare the Truth, and not go ont of the world with a the in his month, and then con 4 
himſelf guilty of the ſact for which he war condemned. Adding, that 4 Prieſt bad given him 
Alſolut ion, pon condition not to diſcover any thing, nor to declare bis accomplices z and that 
he needed not dowbt of his ſalvation, the ſatt not having been committed again#t God's people, 
meaning as he ſuppoſed the Papiſts, So that no doubt had but the Rope been ſtrong 
he had in the eſteem of our Papal Notaries and Agents, died as Innocent of the 
Burglary for which be was condemned, as the late Conſpirators did of the Plot againſt 
His, Majeſties perſon, the Proteſtant Religion, and the Government Eſtabliſhed by Law. 
But there fall out ſometimes unhappy accidents, that no humane wiſdom could foreſee, 
which contribute to the unfolding and detecting the tricks and villanies of theſe vile 
men the Prieſts,---rrho have proſtituted all that is Religious and Sacred, to a ſubſerviency 
to worldly ends and deſigns. Yet it were unreaſonable that we ſhould in the face and 
defiance of all Evidence demonſtrative of the guilt of perſons, ſuffer our ſelves to be 
impoſed upon td a belief of their Innocency, unleſs convinced of their criminalneſs by 
the interpoſure of a thing ſo wonted and fortuitous, For though it was the lot of this 
Curphry to be made participant of a providence ſo merciful-ro himſelf, and fo inſtructive 
to us of the baſe and wicked Artifices of the Papal Clergy, and with what obduracy and 
implicitneſs the Laity reſign chemſelves'ro their helliſh and imperious dictates; yet we 
muſt not expect that every malefactor amongſt them, who upon the Authority of their 
Ghoſtly Fathers, and ſecurity of Abſolution, ventures dying with his mouth full of falſ- 
hoods and blaſ us Execrations, ſhould be reprieved by ſo unuſual a method, or 
thereupon awakened to an acknowledgment of their. guilt. And for this one perſen, that 
hath been truſted with ſuch an opportunity of conſeſſing, how many m ay we conceive 
to have ended their Lives in a guilty Glence. And of this we have two Inſtances af- 
forded us in the aforeſaid Letter to the ſame Honewrable Peer, whereof one is, that 


there being « ſpecial Commiſſion directed to Mr. puſtice Johnſon, to try ſeveral Maleſattors 
for 
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for Murders and Robheries, committed in the County of Canan; there were thereupon two uf 


the Duffics, and one of the Plunkets, all Iriſh Papiſts, indifted* The Duffies conjeft that 
they were guilty of the crimes laid to their Charge, and gave the ſame Evidence gain Plun- 
ket, pon which and other moſt undeniable circumſtances, he was condemned, having 4 4 
bis 1. rehenſion owned to Sir John Edgworch, that be was guilty: But get wn he 


came 10 72 for the ſat, he died abſolutely denying it, and that with curſes upon hu, 


and renunci ation of Salvation, if he were not innocent, x 

We may be ſure by whoſe Influence, and upon what Inducements, and in the Corfi- 
dence of what ſecurity he did ir, in that one 8 a Prieſt had accoſted the Oaſſes in 
Priſon, who were alſo condemned for the ſame fact, uſing arguments to induce them to 
recant their Evidence, and renounce their Teſtimony againſt Planket. And though bis 
Importunities and Ghoſtly Authority was unſucceſsful upon them, the one of them that 
ſuffered, (the other being rat ebeaks in his accuſation of Plunker, and in the 
confeſſing, that himſelf was guilty of the crime for which he was condemned, yer we 
may be juſtly confident,that his applications prevailed with lunbet, and that through Bra- 
dy: perſuaſions, he dyed obſtinate in the dgnial of what was not only proved againg 
him, but what himſelf bad before acknowledged. The other inſtance mentioned in the 
ſame Letter, is a Narrative, how, that one Neile O Neile an Iriſh Papiſt, beang tryed 
beſore Sir Richard Reynell one of the Judges of the Kings-Bench in that K ingdom, upon 4 
Commiſſios of Oyer and Terminer, ſor a murthercommitted at Rathrum in the Connty of Wick- 
low, and the fact clearly proved upon him, for which be was accordingly condemned; 


did nevertheleſs, notwithſtanding the fullneſs of the Evidence againſt him, and that he 
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himſelf had both in Priſon, and at his Tryal,owned the ſact to ſeveral perſons at the Gal» 
lows utterly deny it. | 

$7. Bur that it may more evidently appear, that there is nothing in the Exit and 
manner of the&late Traitors taking their farewell of the world, that ſhould ſurpriſe any 
true Engliſh man, or thinking Proteſtant, we ſhall endeavour co give an original 
Copy of it in the Practices of others, who ſuffered for the like crimes in a former 
Reign. And we will at preſent take it upon the acknowledgements of our adverſatics, 
that there was ſuch a Conſpiracy as the Gunpdwder-Plor. Though by the way it may 
be obſerved as an argument of what ſincerity the Romiſb Party is of, and how that all 
they ſay or print, is only accommodated to the poſture of times and ſeaſong,and calcu» 
lated in ſubſerviency to depending Deſigns, in that many of the Papal Communion have 


had the Confidence to obtrude upon the World oftner than once, that the Gunpowder, 


perm 19x was only a State Trick and Contrivance, to make them ſeem guilty and cri- 
minal, who were truly innocent. | 

Bur beſides that none of all thoſe who were then convicted and executed for it, did ſo 
much as ever pretend, that they were wheedled into it by the cunning and dexterity of 
a publick and Proteſtant State -Miniſter; ſo it muſt be acknowledged, that they were 
well diſpoſed and prepared by vertue of Romiſh Principles, and throughly inclined of. 
themſelves to the committing of Treaſon, otherwiſe they had never entertained nor 
complyed with ſo horrid an overture, as the deſtroying at once, the King, Parliament, 
and Kingdom. But that which I ſhall inſiſt upon, is the denial of their Guilt upon 
their Examinations, and the falſhood of their aſſeverations at their very death, though 


there was unqueſtionable Evidence both of the Treaſon, and how far the whole 


Papal Party was interelted in it, not only by the ſeiſure of ſome of them, when ready 
to accompliſh the execrable villany, and by the inſurrection of others in Arms, to have 
protected themſelves from the Law, and commenced a Rebellion, but by the diſcove- 
rics which had been made from their own ſcanty and partial Confeſſions upon Examina 
tion, and by the freer diſcourſes which they were overheard to uſe one to another in 
Priſon, when they little apprehended that there were any near to obſerve what they 
ſaid, And I ſhall the rather iaſiſt upon this, becauſe they who have been condemned 
for the late Plot, and ſuch who have undertaken the juſtification of their Innocency, are 
pleaſed to tell us, That thoſe executed for the Powder-Treaſon did con- 
See the _ — ſeſi t heir ſalt at the time of their execution, whereas they that have been 
. — A * executed for the preſent Conſpiracy, have at their deaths denied the ſact, 
and reſiſted all temptations of Pardon andReward.Nay the lateLordStaf: 
ford was pleaſed to alledge at his Trial, that as it was ſo horrid a thing, 
_—_ —— of that it cannot be expreſſed or excuſed : So be bad been told that all who 
Stafford, — were 5 ed in that wicked ſalt, were heartily ſorry for it, and repent- 
p. 200. ed of it * they dyed; and t hat he never heard any of the Church of 
: Rome ſpeak a good word of it, and that the men concerned in jt, did all 
acknowledge and confeſs it, and begged pardon of the King, and God, and all good men for it, 
and that therefore he thought it was not the intereſt of Religion, but a private Intereſt Hor 
| | - 


up | 
Inſcription over it, Vera Chriſti Martyr. And if this be not enough to convince 


ages, whar the Jeſuites have, and till maincain of that Plot, we will far- 
ther add, that Kibadewira bath reckoned Garnet, Sexrbwell, and 
Oldeorn, all Gun Powder Traitors, 


the Martyrs of the Soci 
of Jeſbs. And bath likewiſe i Garnet's and — 


names amongſt the s of the Catholick Church, and that Order. 
Yea not only Father Parſons, Rector of the Engliſh Colledge at Rome, 
ſpeaking of Father Garner, ſaies, He was an innocent man, and 4 
unjuſtly, and that he lived a Saim's life, and ſhed the ſame with 
a happy death. But the Pope himſelf Greenwell and Gerrard, 
two of the Conſpirators that eſcaped, the one to be a Conſeſſor in St. 
* Peters in Rome, and the other to be his Penitentiary. Now whe- 
ther theſe were Teſtimonies of a deteſtarion of the Plot, or Evidences 
of the approbation, which nothing bur ics miſcarriage, Prevented their 
declaring more publickly, I leave all mankind — The ſccond is, 
That he bath been told, that all who were engaged in that wicked att, were beartily ſorry for 
it, and repetted of it before they died. Whereas Thuanus tells us, that ſome . 

of rhe Traitor having efeapud ro Calice, and being pirtitd, and aſſured by Hit An. 1605- 
the Governour, of the K iny's favour, and that though they bad leſt their own Country, 
they might be received there; bow that one of them thereupon replyed,chat the loſs of theirCoun- 
trey was the 6, part (wot grief,bur thas mo ſenſibly afflifted tbem, was that they could 
not 2 brave and generous 4 deu. Nay, Sir Everard Digiy, even 

when a Priſe 4; . Pap. 4- 


oner in the Tower for the Plot, ſtiles it, in one of bis Pap 
fince come to light. good Canſe,and that if it had ſucceeded, there would 78 
not have been three worth the ſaving, that ſpould have been loſt, and that be had ſame friends 
who wenld have been in danger, but that he had prevented it. third is, That be thought it 
was ner the [mtereſt of Religion but a private eereſt put them upon it Whereas pat onlyFaux 
declared, that he was moved 1nt0 it only- for the ſaks of Religzon and Conſcience, becanſe he 
thought the King not to be bis lawſul Soveraign, ſeeing be was an Hereti. l. 
Sm Sir Everard Digby profeſſed upon bus Tryal, that it was not ambi- Hs 
tion, nor diſcontent with bis Eft ate, nor malice to any in Parliament, ings again 
but Leal for his Religion, and th: bipes of reſtoring it in England. The 
fourth and principal thing wherein my Lord Stafford did either miſtake himſelf, or great- 
ly prevaricate, was intheſe words, That the men concerned in th: Powder-Plot, did all ac 
knowledge and confeſs it, and begged Pardon of the King, and God, and all good men 
fer it. Nor'ſhall I here inſiſt upon this, that I do not ſee how it was poſſible for. my 
Lord Stafford to be aſſured, that all the Perſons who were in ir, were known and found 
our, or that he could ever throughly underſtand, whether even thoſe that confeſſed af- 
ter their apprebenſion, did not conceal much more than they diſcovered. But I ſhall 
confine my telf ro two things, whereof the firſt is this, that the conſpirators, when un- 
der Examination, did with Oaths and Aﬀeverations deny what themſelves had full know- 
ledge of, and whereof the State had ſufficient Evidence: For Garnet having by the 

ended favour of his Keeper, an opportunity allowed him to diſcourſe with Hal, and 
* the next day cherged by ſeveral Lords of the Privy Conncil, with 
Avers things which had paſſed berwixt them two, in that conſerence, be — 
2irors. 


not only denied the whole wpon bis Soul, and the word of a Pries but with I. 

ſo many repeated, Proteſt ations, and terrible Execrations, that my Lord 

of Salisbury who was then preſent, ſaid, it wounded all their Lordſhips bearts to bear bim. 

And yet, when confronted by Mr, £ axſcr, who was both a learned perſon, and a Juſtice 

of Peace, and by Mr. Lockerſon one likewiſe of known Reputation, who had overheard 

all they ſaid, having conveniently placed themſelves before band to that purpoſe, and 

withal underſtanding that Hal bad conſeſſed what they had diſcourſed, 

he then . what , of = be id. 

had immediately before denied , ed mercy of the Lords, -ſaying, ©, 

be had offended if Equi voc at ian di d not 7 And that we * Abboti Antilo- 

think Equivocat ions and Per juries n to the Jeſyirs, we have gia p. 116, - 
an 


* 2 jr - wt y 
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an Hxa af cde lik catriage in dir Evererd Dighy, ho being upon bis ſicſt appte - 
— TT with moſt ſolemn — and all kind of Execratſons, deny 
bine pmvy 16 1þe Pomder-Plot; and yet being aſterwauis confronted b cheſts 
ny of Far, why had confeſſed, that being at Sir Everards bouſe in the Country, ſome 
months before. the intended Sefſion-of Parliament, that Sir Everard having taken bim 
Aide, told him be was afraid the Pomder in the Cellar was grown dank, andubat ſome new 
muſt be progided, leſt 1hat ſronld not take fire; he did thereupon not only ackyowtedge it, nor- 
withſtanding all bis farmer Execrations to the contrary, but when he came to be inditted, be 
eanifeſſed it pon bis Arraignment. Whence we evidently fee, that they not only with 
horrid Oaths and aſtoniſhing Aſſe verations, denied what they knew themſelves guilty of; 
but that the Confeſſions they made did not proceed from any tenderneſs of Conſcience, 
or remorſe for what they | had been engaged in, but were extorted from them by the 
uncontrollableneſs of the Evidence, and by improving the confeſſions of ſome of them- 
ſelves to oblige others to an acknowledgement. 
The ſecond thing I would have obſerved in the Gur-powder Confpirgtors, is that ſe- 
veral of them went out of the world in the ſame manner that our late Traitors did, de- 
nying divers things to their laſt, which they knew themſclves to be 
Sec the — — guilty of. And of this to avoid prolixity, I ſhall give but two Inſtances; 
Ito in ene one whereof ſhall be that of Francis Treſbam Eſq; who not only gave it 
under his hand, but took it upon hisSoxl,and as he hoped forSalvationgwithin 
three hours before his Death,that he had not ſeenGarnet the Provincial of the Feſwits in ſixteen 
years before; and yet Garnet himſelſ afterwards declared that they had enjoyed frequent con- 
ver ſat ion with each other within leſs than the ſpace of three years; and that be ſuppoſed Ar. 
Treſham meant to equivocate in denying it. Where was now the ſenſe of the Omniſcien- 
cy of God? or the dread of the future Tribunal? which the Advocates, for the late Trai- 
tors deriye their Topicks to periuade the world of their Innocency from. Alas ! the re- 
putation and Inteteſt of the Catholick Cauſe, and the Confidence they repoſed in Equi- 
yocations, Diſpenſations and Abſolutions, had ſtifled all ſuch Impreſſions, 
The other Inſtance ſhall be Sir Everard Digby, who not only endeavonr- 
Sce bis Papers eq to clear ail the Feſuits from bring any waies concerned in that Treaſonable 
ye > hey Plot, but gloried in the venturing bis Salvation aud Happiiefs upon it 
Editions of the N #&7eas they themſelves, to the eternal reproach of that pos, Gentleman's 
procecdings a- memory, conſeſt aud acknowledged it. And as if this had not been enough 
gainft the Trai- to witneſs his own inſincerity, and to inſtruct tarure Generations what 
* ſitt ſe Faith is to be given to Papiſts, e ither living or dying; be with the 
3 ſame Impudence, and to his very laſt denied that ever Father Way i. e. 
— 4 2 Garnet) 444 been at Coughton with bim, or that he knew Darcy ts be 
pared with ihe fume with Garnet, or anderſtood that be was a Prieſt, Whereas it 
%s Papers, «ppeared that he was not only wery well acquainted with him, but even 
21.5); Garnet himſelf confeſſed that be had bees at his houſe. | Let our many 
pleading Orators for the late Traitors, continue now to argue from the Confeſſions of the 
um powaer Conſpirators, that they acknowledging their guilt, while.the others dyed 
in the denyal of theirs ; as thoſe were criminal; ſo theſe muſt be innocent: Whereas we 
cumot deſice a more convincing: proof, how little the Oarhs and Afſeverations of Pa- 
pits in the very circumſtances of dying are to be depended upon, than the aſſurance 
waici we have from Authentick Records of the behaviour of thoſe engaged in the Gun- 
powder Plot, whom we have mentioned, And that no danger which might ariſe to par- 
ricular Romaniſts, may be conceived to have diſcouraged our late Conſpirators, I ſhall 
YO TRY ſubjoyn the. caſe which Carzsby propounded, namely, Whether ſor the 
Hes againſt rhe Promotion of the Catholic Canſe againſt Hereticks (the neceſſiy of time 
Traitors. and occaſiou fo requiring) it mere lauf among many nocents to take away. 
eme innocents? To which Father Garnet with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs 
Be lar 85 bl x and utmoſt fixedneſs. of Judgment anſwered, That if the advantage to 
= q — — = of e Catholick Party, were greater by taking away ſom? [nnocems together 
by the boly See. With many Noceuts, then denbtleſs it mas lawſul to kill and deſtroy tham 
all: So that if we do but apprehend, that they were poſſeſſed with the 
leaſt probability of prevailing in the iiſue, the lives of maltitudes of their own faction, 
that would have been laſt in the Interim, were to be eſteemed a imall price, for ſo great 
a commodity , as the re-eſtabliſhing Popery in England, the rooting out the Proteſtant 
Religion, and deſtroying of Heteticks. rm 
C8. Bur to make a nearer approach to the preſent Plot, can there be a greater Evi- 
dence of the Papiſts readineſs tu forſwear their own guilt, than the many Examples of 
hiring and ſuborning perſons to pet jure themſelves, to make the Innocent Criminal. A 
defign more horrid in itſel f, and more deſtructive to Government, and the ſafety of Man- 
kind 


* 


"I © 
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kind, than for one that it guiſty to proteſt his Iannoceney with the higheſt Rxe erat ion v 
For by the Arraignment of one innocent perſon upon à countenanced ſubornation, a ll 
who deſerve the ſame character are virtually indicted, and the whole Law becomes per- 
verted from its true end,which is to juſtifie the-guiltleſs, and is turned into an Engine to 
condemn the Innocent. And it will prove of ſuch fatal conſequence, ſhould it be conni- 
ved at, or allowed, that all the ligaments of ſociety will become diſſolved, and all obli- 
gations not only between man and man, but berwixt Rulers and People finally cancel- 
led. For who can be ſo innocent, that it is nat in the power of a ſuborned Villain to 
flanders or ſo Loyal, whom on the encourage ment of a Reward, and at the ſuggeſtion of 
a prompter, he will not brand for a Traitor. And we may be ſure that they who are 
ſa void of all Conſcience, as to undertake fo horrid an Employment, Will be furniſhed 
with Impudence to ſwear any Charge that their Maſters dictate and preſcribe unto them. 
And what a damnable Religion muſt that be, that at once inſpires them to ſeek the de- 
ſtruction of Proteſtants, and juſtifies them in all kind of ſubornations and falſhoods for the 
accompliſhing of it. Now beſides many Inſtances not yet come to light of this trea- 
cherous and Romiſh Practice, we have ſeveral accounts of their endeavours of this 
kind, which deſerve our obfervation and remark, The firſt is that of Nertermle, an 
Iriſh Papiſt, his attempting to corrupt Mr. William Brooks, one of the Aldermen of De- 
lis, and Captain #ery, to iwear what ſhoul4 be preſcribed unto them, for 
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the fixing of ſcandalous Crimes on Dr. Oats, and Mr. Bedloe, and charg- 
ing the Plot on Diſſenting Proteſtants. The next is, Readings Attempt 
upon Mr. Bedloe,to have obtained of him the —— all the material 
part of his Depoſitions againſt the Lords in the Tower, for which he pro- 
miſed bim in Money and Eſtate a great Reward. The third is Mr. Price's 
and Mr. Tarbrawgh's labouring to perſuade Mr. Dag dale to recant what ſo- 
eter he had ſaid concerning the Plot, and to call the Almighty God to wit- 


See the Narra- 
tive of this De- 


roficioa. 


See R:ading's 
Tryal 

Sec the Tryal of 
Mr. Tasbroughs 


neſs that no motive bad induced him to retralt the Teſtimonies he had given, but remorſe of 


Conſcience far the Michi ct mbich be bad done, though t 
him. a great 

ofafterwards. 'The ſeumb is their ſuborning Thomas Knox, and hn 
Lane to (wear ſuch Crimes againſt Dr. Oats, as they ſuppoſed would not 
only weaken the Credit of all bisEvidence,burbring him under a ſentence 
of Death, and fo rob the Nation of the moſt confiderable Witneſs in re- 
ference to the Plot. A fifth is Lo s and Draxtons endeavouring to 
bribe Simon Wright, to declare upon Oath; that Mr. Dag dale had promi- 
ſed to protect him, and give him as one of the King's Evidence, if 
he would ſwear againft Sir Fares S and Mr. Gerrard, The laſt 
which I ſhall mention, is their Employing Mr. Dangerfield to charge a 
Plot on the Presbyterians,wherein they intended to involve moſt of thoſe 
that appeared active and zealous for the Proteſtant Religion, and Engliſh 
Liberty. And to conclude Inſtances of this nature at preſent, I ſhall only 
add two Depoſitions, which may ſerve to inſtruct us that they ſtill per- 


bey were in the mean time to give 
im 


fem of money in hand, beſides 8 further Reward which they aſſured hi 


See the Tryal of 
Knox and Lane, 
and Dr. Oats's 
Printed Narra- 
rive, 


Sce my Lord 
Scafford Tryal, 
p. ifs, 

See Coll. Maß 
eds Narra- 
tive, and Mr. 
Danger field's 
Narrative. 


ſevere in the Practice of the fame Villany. The Tenor of the firſt is as followeth, 


- The Examination of Edward Howcotr of rhe City of Lichfield, taten at 


the ſaid City,the firſt day of Jan. 168% before me Francis Bayly, one of 


His Majeſt ie x juſtices ofthe Peace for th County of the ſaid City. 


ed. 


as is above 
like Practices, is that of Thames Lander of Shmborrow-in · the County of Stafford, a3 it 
| _ 


The City 
Lichfield,” 


of 


— a 


(1) | 
was taken apen' Oath the 24 of Decemb. 1684. before'Edmund Warcupp Eſq; ove of Hu 
Majeſties Fuſtices of the Peace for the County of Middleſex , &c. 
This In aith, that having been employed as a workman ſeveral times at the houſe 
of my Lord Aſton, at Tixall is the County aforeſaid, he was jolicixed by Mr. Francis Hind 
Steward to the Lord Aſton, to become a Witneſs againſt Stephen Dugdale, avy way to in- 
validate or take off bis Evidence in relation to the Popiſh Plat, and he ſerved this Inſorm- 
ant with a Supena to come wp te London for that porpeſe „ at the late intended Tryal of the 
late Lord Aſton in June laſt paſt. But before his coming up, the ſaid Hind, Francis 
Aſton,Son to the Lord Aſton, Thomas Sawyer ſervant to the faid Lord Aſton, ſent for this 
laformant into a private room in the ſaid Lord 4ſton's houſe, and there told him, That 
if be would ſwear ſuch things as ſhould be dittated to him 5y the Perſons aforeſaid, to invali- 
date or taks away the Evidence of the ſaid Mr, Dugdale, he ſhould have ſuch reward, as 
be ro his own content, and not want for Money or houſe, as might become a man of ber- 
ter quality than himſelf. Can any man now have horror enough for that Religion, which 
doth at once both authoriſe and ſanctify ſuch ſuborna tions and treacheries z or can we 
without abandoning our reaſon, but believe, that they who labour to ſuborn, bribe, and 
perſuade others to ſwear ſalſly for the ſaſety of Perſons to whom they have no relation, 
and the hopes of ſome ſmall rewards which they propoſe unto them; will be ready to 
jure themſelves for their own ſake, the advantage of their poſteriry, and the inter- 
eſt of the Catholick cauſe, and whole Papal party. He that ſwears falſly, or labours to 
have another to do ſo, for the taking away of his neighbours life, will not ſcruple to 
perjure himſelf, in order to avoid infamy upon his name, and to divert ruine from his 
own perſon and offfpring: For however offenſive it be to God, to preſerve ones ſelf 
by unlawful means; it is both much more provoking to the Lord, and prejudicial to the 
World, firſt to frame, and then ſapporta Plot, by Perjury, wherein ſo many thouſand 
innocent perſ>ns muſt have ſuffered, as in all probability would have done, in that which 
Mr. Dangerfield was ſuborned and imployed about. 
$ 9. As all the Conſpirators have been ingaged in the ſame Treaſon, and influenced 
thereunto by the ſame Principles; So it is not unreaſonable ro conceive , that they 
ſhould be all inſtructed to act a like part in the denial of it; for they that could enter in- 
to ſo bloody a defign, as to deſtroy their lawful King, ruine their native Country, and 
cut the throats of many of their Kindred,as well as of-cheir friendly and innocent neigh- 
bours may very well be ſuppoſed to reckok themſelves diſcharged from all thoſe ties 
of Divine Laws and Obligations of Conſcience, which ſhould reſtrain them from lying 
and Perjury : But the holy God who ſometimes leaves men to ſuch wickedneſs and ob- 
duracy, for ends alwaies righteous bur often hidden, ſeldom fails to diſplay his Power 
and Wiſdom, in affording ſuch means and opportunities of detecting their Villanics, as 
may be improved and managed to the preſerving the Peace, and ſecuring the ſaſety of 
Nations and Societies, if Magiſtrates and People be not wanting ro themſelves. And 
accordingly bath the allſceing Majeſty over-ruled, and ftrongly infatuated the minds of 
all che Traitors who have ſuffered for the late Plot, that though they have had the im- 
pudence to deny their guilt, yer they have left Evidences of it, either in their own 
Papers which have come to light, or in the very particulars which they have alledged 
for the aſſerting of their Innocency. 
For to begin with Coleman, it is to be rationally believed, that having eſtabliſhed a cor- 
reſpondence with the French King's Conſeſſor, in order to ſo mighty 4 
Sce Coleman's work as the Converſion of three K ingdoms, and the utter ſubduing « 4 pe- 
— 5 n — ſtilent Hereſie, which had domineered over a great part of this Wenger 
ie aer Worlda er ſhould immediately give over all foreign Corre- 
by Sir G-e. Trey. ſpondence ſubſervient to ſo bleſſed a work, after the writing of thoſe 
Letters 1675. Alas! it was enough that he diſcovered what he knew 
bis on hand atteſted by his Servants, would betray and detect him in; but this man 
of ſo ſeigned Candor and Ingenuity, thought it meritorious as well as lawful to 
whatſoever he ſaw could not be proved againſt him by his own Papers. And had not 


bis former Letters been taken, Le would have denied all kind of Correſpondence with 


the Conſeſſor, as well, and with much more probability, than that any ſuch com- 
munication was afterwards maintained betwixt them. Nor Secondly would the Conſult 

April 2.4. 1678. have ever been acknowledged, but that it was men- 

Sce the Tryal of tioned in a Letter written by one Perersa jeſuite to one Tonſtal of the 

the five Jeſui ſame Society, to meet at the ſaid Conſult, which Letter was taken 

among Harcewrr's Papers, when his Chamber was ſcarched: For had 

it not been for the finding of that Letter, they would have confidently denied the whole 

thing; and I am ſure with more reputation to their wiſdom, than by the endeavouring 

now to impoſe upon the World, that the ſaid Conſult was only upon the ſcore of a tri- 

via 


vial Meeting. For had that been all the reaſor. ſor their Aſſembly, what neceflicy 
was there for theſe words; Every one 5s alſo ro be minded not to hafen to Londan long 
before the time appointed, nor to appear much about the Town till the Meeting be over, lijt 
occaſion ſbould be given tv ſuſpett the deſign. Finally ſecrecy as to the time ana place 15 much 
recommended, to all thoſe that receive ſummons, 45 it. will appear of its own nature neceſſa- y. 

The wbole ſtrain of the Lerter intimates, that there was more then to be tranſacted, 
than it is for their Intereſt to have known, What leſs doth the Judication of de ſign, 
which was to be induſtriouſly concealed, and the giving an account that the nature of 
the thing, which they were to meet about, required the utmoſt ſecrecy, impart and 
ſignifie ro all Impartial men than what Dr. Oats had declared to be the buſineſs of that 
Conſult, long before this Letter was found. Thirdly, When ſome things which men have 
affirmed with the higheſt Afſeverations,ſhall be found notoriouſly falle,it is a juſt ground 
of ſuſpecting their Truth and Integrity in other thiggs, though the Ex iderce upon which 
we disbelieved them be not fo apparent and palpable. Now, · did not Gavan acquit all 
the Jeſuics ſave Mariana from allowing King - killing Doctrine; and that in near as poſi- 
tive and emphatical, as thoſe wherein he expreſſed and declared his own Innocency with 
reference to the Plot, becauſe the Jeſuits (faith Gavan) are ſo falſly 
charged for hold: 1 King- Killing Dottrine , I think it my duty to proteſt to 
Jos with my laſt dying words, that neuther I in particular, nor the feſuits in 

eneral, hold any ſuch Opinion, but utterly abhor and deteſt it. And 1 do aſ- 

8 you, that among ſt the vaſt number of Authors which among the feſwats 
have Printed Philoſophy, Divinity Caſes, or Sermons, there 15 not one, to the beſt of my know- 
ledge , that allows of King- killing Doctrine, or bolds this poſition, that it is (awful for 4 
private perſon ro kill a King, although 4 qo oy alrbough a Pagan, althongh a Tyrant ; 
there is not I ſay onefeſuit that holds this, except Mariana the Spaniſh Feſuit, and he defenas 
it not abſolutely, but only problemat ically, for which bis book was called in, and toat Opinion 
expunged and cenſured. 

Let us now joyn lſſue with Gavan on this point, and refer it to the Readers to judge 
of this Jeſuits ſincerity and truth in all the reſt that he faid, by his falſhood in this par- 
ticular, What! not one Jeſuir that allows the King-killing Doctrine ? 
when Father Campian tells us expreſly, That all the 7eſuits have erred — Eff. ad con- 
into 4 Covenant to deſtroy all Heretical Kings, by whatſoever waies and pn of - 
means theyre able beſt to effect it What! not one Jeſuit but Mar:ana,that p 


Sec Mr. Gauans 
Speech before 
his Exccurion 
at Tyburn, 


. 


maintains this, and that his Book was called in upon that account, where- 
as that Book of Mariana was never called in by the Authority of the 
Church. And that Sant anellus is known to have written a Book con- 
taining the ſame principles, which was therefore condemned to be burnt 
by the Parliament of Paris ? What! not one Jeſuit that holds it law ful 
for a private perſon to kill a King, although a Heretick, although a Pagan, 
although a Tyrant ! whereas not only Samer aſſures us, That a King be- 
ang depoſed by the Papal Sentence, he may be ſlain by any private perſon ; but 
Emanuelſa, Molina, and many others do affirm that the Fope baving Ex com- 
municated and Depoſed a Prince, any one may thereupon hill bim, and be the 
Executioner of the eee by the Univerſal and Iuſallibie Fa- 
ther, It were eaſie to produce a large Catalogue of Jeſuits, who have 
all written in Juſtification of the ſame Opinion, but that theſe are 
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enough to demonſtrate how little credit is to be given to the Dying Speech of this au- 

dacious and impudent Perſon, who having the confidence ro tell the world, that if he 

Should ſay any thing faiſly at that ſeaſon, be w#ſt expett — but cter nal damnation,ſhould 
d, 


nevertheleſs endeavour to impoſe ſo groſly upon the wor 
which is ſo obvious and palpable, Nay, this very 
ling principles, did nevertheleſs tell Mrs. Skipwith that the Ducen might 
lawfully kill the King meerly for violating ber Bed ; yea that ſhe was bound 
to do it ant hat if ſte did not, ſhe was guilty of his greater damnation in ſuf- 
ering him to continue in fin. And when we doubt but that he who thought 
it lawful to adviſe the Murdering of bis Prince for Adultery,would much 


and that in a matter of fact 
Gavan, who renounceth all King- kil- 
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more purſue the deſtroying of him for Hereſie. But when men have renounced all fear 
of God, and regard to truth, and do only conſult what may be moſt ſubſervient to the 
wicked Deſigns which they have had in agitation, and the Accompliſhment whereof 
they would tranſmit, with as much hope ſulneſi and ſecurity as they can to others; it is 
righteous with the Lord, whoſe name they ſo daringly prophane, to ſuffer them to be- 
tray and diſcover themſelves beyond all excuſe and palliation in ſome one particular, that 


the eaſie and credulous part of manki 
well as ſuſpend believing them in all t 
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may be cautioned and inſtructed to diſtruſt as 
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pretended by all that n —— ente 5 
Mr. Harcowrt, a man 5 Age — more wary, 
though his Religion did not teach Candor, hath been left under the 
ſame lufatuatlon, and inreference to ſome partic of which he would have 
bimſelſ, hath diſcovered as much folly as villany. For whereas among other t 
poſed againſt him, to prove his being guilty of the Plot, Mr. Degdale teſtified that he 
had ſeen a Letter written with Father Harceurt's own hand to Father Evers, declaring, 
the Murder of Sir Edmundbary Godfrey, and dated the very night it was done, 
being the 12h of Ottaber 1678. and. that upon this Intell he had declared at one 
Elds, who keeps an Ale-bouſe-in Tra, on Afonday Ott 14 that a Juſtice of the 
Peace who lived at Weſtminſter was murdered in Londen, AG 1 
Now as it was not poſſible that he could have notice of it there ſo ſoon, but from one 
that was acceſſary to ir, and a Conſpirator in it, not being known in London till the Tharſe 
day following; is there any thing more probable, than that be arrived at the certainty 
of it, in the way and by the means which he declares. This all the Papiſts feemed ſen- 
ſible of, and therefore attempted to prove by ſome witneſſes in. whoſe preſence this 
news was ſaid to be reported. by Mr. Degdale, that there was no ſuch thing ſaid by him, 
or heard by them. They have Wit enough to underſtand, that there was no other way 
to prevent peoples believing their being guiley of that horrid Murther, or to diſcharge 
Harcourt from a ſuſpicion of having given the information that it was effected, but by 
affirming that there was no ſuch Intelligence arrived there, till the Satwrday ſevennight 
after. And on the confidence that they could bribe the perſons in whoſe preſence it was 
ſaid to be told, to teſtiſie the contrary z and that there could be no other Evidence given 
of it but Mr. Dagd ales bare Affirmation; Mr. Harcourt not only aſſu- 
2 med the confidence to deny it upon his Tryal, but to declare at his 
of the five Je. Death, That 45 he hoped, by the merits and paſſion of Jeſu: Chriſt, jor ſal- 
; » ih) uation, that he was as innocent 4s the Child anborn, of what was laid to bis 
charge. And yet two Gentlemen of knawn worth, and unqueſtionable reparation,namely, 
Edward Birch Eſq; and John Turton Elq; have depoſed upon Oath that the aforeſaid Mor - 
ther was commonly diſcourſed of about Ti in Staffordfeire, before it was known here 
in London, that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was killed; nay, 28 if this were not demonſtra- 
tive and convincing enough how the Intelligence behoved to reach thither, and by whoſe 
means that Loyal and Proteſtant Magiſtrate was ſo barbaroufly Maſſacred ; there are 
other two perſons, viz. fames Anſell of Haywood in Scafforaſbire, and 
Sce my L014 Mr. William Hanſa of Will in the ſame County, who reftifie Jike- 
b. H r. ile upon Oath, that Mr. Degdale publiſhed the News of the "ſaid Mur 
der, in their hearing at Elai, the Alehouſe-keeper in Tixall, on Monday 
morning; and as they are of unſpotted fame, though of no great Rank or Qua- 
lity, ſo they inform not only as to the time, the houſe, and the icular place in it 
where this was declared, but they mentioned divers other circumſtances corroborative 
of the Truth of what they ſay, And whereas. my Lord Sr ford thought himielf fo ſe- 
cure of overthrowing Mr. Dwugdale's credit in reference to all he had teſtified beſides, by 
detecting him a Lyar in this particular, that he not only charged him with Perjury in ir, 
but bore himſelf moſt confidencly in, when upon his defence of having fully diſproved 
this part of his Evidence; it will not be amiſs to conſider the Witneſſes he produced, and 
what they alledged for the invalidating Mr. Dxgdale's Teſtimony in this matter. 


Now the Perſons he relied ſo much upon, for this ſervice, and whoſe Authority be 
aſcribed ſo much unto, as to have — . that all men ſhould have ſubmitted to hat 


they ſaid with an implicite fairh, were Mr. Philips Incumbent at Tixall, and one Mr. 
Sambitch who being reported to have been preſent when Mr, D»gdale communicated 
the foreſaid Intelligence, declared in Court that there was no ſuch thing ſpoken or rela- 
ted in their hearing. But ſure it is more rational to receive the Teſtimony of. thoſe 
who — an Affirmative, than thoſe who take upon them to juſtifie a Negative, and 
eſpecially after the Expiration of two years fince the thing was ſaid: And it is "likewiſe 
more agreeable to all the meaſures of Juſtice, that they are rather to be believed who 
depoſed upon Oath, than they who did not. And for one of my Lords two Witneſſes, 
namely, Mr. Sambich his deafneſs might excuſe him, in ſaying he heard no ſuch thing, 
though at the ſame nearneſs to Mr. dale when the words were ſpoken, as Mr. 
Hanſa or Mr. Anſett were. And beſides though his deafneſs hindred his hearing Mr. 
D when be communicated-that morning he news of the Murther , nevertheleſs 


he had fo far arrived at the knowledge of it ſome time or other that day, that he ac 
10 4 | quainted 


trough ie who were both preſent at the aid Tryal, are ready to depoſe ; yet 
down in tb 
to 


fault either of the Printer, or of him that took the Tryal, 7weſday is ſet 
Publiſhed Account. * p 


Bat Mr. Phillips, the other witneſs produced to detract from the cre- 
dit of, Mr. in chis matter, where we deſire to obſerve, that together with 
the denyal oſ his having beard any ſuch words, he denyed likewiſe his being at that 
Ale- houſe « that'day, or the following, which as none about Tixal who know 
his „ + capa viſiting 3 — once or twice s day, can eafily believe; ſo be 
appears plainly to be a very and venturous perſon in taking upon him to ſa 

that he was not ſuch a day in a houte where he uſed conſtantiy to reſort, and this of. 
ter ſuch a compaſs of time wherein without reflection upon rhe weakneſs of his me- 
mory, he may be ſuppoſed not to remember what he either did, or where he was ſo 
long beſore. But beſides this, we have ſomething elſe to add, whereby the Authori- 
ty of this Farſon againſt a Proteſtant is everlaſtingly blafted and ſupplanted. For where- 
as he thought to recommend his Teſtimony by prerending himſelf s Miniſter of rhe 
Church of Exgland, there is an Information given upon Oath before Juſtice Warcap a- 
galnſt him, that he the ſaid Philips declared his readineſs to retounce the Proteſtant 
Religioa, ana forſake the Communion of the Church of Eng/and, providing a competent 
Annual Praviſion could be ſettled upon him for the maintenance of himſelf and his Wiſe 
and Children: And purſuant heteunto he employed a friend to treat with my Lord 
Aſton about it, who being very fond of a Proſelvte of ſuch a character, undertook to 
charge himſelf with the care of him and his family: Bur at the fame time under the 
influence of Father Evers counſel, he adviſed him to continue his ſtation for a ſeaſon 
where he was; for by pretending himſelf ſtill a Miniſter of the Church of England, he 
remains better qualified, and more capacitated ro promote the Rowiſb Intereſt, than 
if he ſhould immediarely pull off his Mask, and vouch himſelf openly for a Papal 


Convert. 


And ſurely no man can believe him to be a competent witneſs againſt the Credit and 
Reputation of a Proteſtant, that is firſt willing to abjure his Religion upon ſo baſe mo- 
tives, and then proceeds upon as ill inducements to diſſemble the Profeflion of a Rel 
gion, which he hath declared himſelf unſatisfied in, and ready to renounce. He that is 
not afraid to deal falſly ina matter of ſo great importance as Religion , will not ſeruple 
to tranſgreſs the rules of Juſtice, and prevaricate from the lines of Truth in moral 
Concernments. And efpecially when the — — himſelf as he did, may be ſuppoſ- 
ed his Probationerſhip for his plenary admiſſion into the boſom of the Roman Church, 
and the Compenſation he was to make for the annua} Penſion that was to be ſettled 
upon him; nor ought it to ſurpriſe any Proteſtant or True Engliſhman , that they have 
been able to muſter up ſome few perſons to detract from the eſteem of Mr. Dagdale,if 
we do but conſider the Methods they have uſed by Bribery and Subornation to effect 
and accompliſh it; or that they have proceeded further than to leſſen his Reputation, 
namely, by offers of money to engage men to deſtroy him ; and in reference to the firſt 
I ſhall produce the Teſtimony of Simon Wright one whom | briefly mentioned before; 
this perion being known to have been well acquainted with Mr. Dugdale , for that he 
uſed in quality of 2 Barber frequently to trim him, was accordingty 
applied unto by Mr. Pleſſingron, and proffered ſeven hundred pounds gcc m D ty 
if he would appear as a Witneſs to take off his Evidence ; or if he * 1 
would deftroy and aſſaſſinate him. And for his ſecurity as to the ob- ; 
taining of the money if he would have complied with the propoſal, both Mr. Reeves 
—— in Cbancery- Lane, and Mr. Deway the Scriviner rendred him their ſeve- 
ral obligatory notes. Yea they framed a Paper for him, wherein he was to teſtiſie that 
Mr. Dugdale had ſuborned and hired him to ſwear againſt Sir James 

„ and Mr. Gerrard, two Perſons accuſed about the Plot, which Id p. 142, 158. 
they prevailed with him by money and promiſes to ſer his hand un- 
to, and would have perſuaded him to make an Afſidavit upon it before a Juſtice of 
Peace; the tenor of which Paper being directed to Sir t Symons, was as followeth; 
1 can, bleſs God, with a ſaſe Conſcience, declares pn Outh, this Mr. Dugdalc —_ 
. | n 
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And as if 


This Informant ſaithb, That he was at my Lord Aſtons Black- Smiths: to baue bis 
Horſe ſpodd there, and that in the mean time Mr. Francis Aſton eldeſt Son ro #he Lord 
Aſton , came to the ſaid Black-Smith's Sbop, and calling to this Informant', took. him 
apart , and told bim, that if be would he might with caſe do bis Father. and him the. 
greateſt kindneſs imaginable: He this Informant anſwered he wonld uſe all. poſſible 
means to ſerve bim and his Father; iſ yen de, ſaid Mr. Francis Aſton , and be true 
as to what I ſhall inſtrutt en, e ſhall baue that piece of ground which you bold of my 

* Father in Brinſh Kent - free ſor ſeven Tears , and Ten Ponnas in preſent Money beſides, 
He this Informant anſwertd , that he would be true and fait hſal to him and bis Father , 
and deſired to know what they would have him to do: Mr. Francis Aſton then told this In- 
formant , that Mr. Dugdale was coming into the Country, and that he would have him 
the ſaid Inſorwant go from place to place with the ſaid Dugdale, and te watch bis oper tu- 
rity till be could find a convenient place to kill the ſaid Dugdale , being his Fathers great- 
eſt and only Enemy : And that the ſureſt way of accompliſhing this, was to charge # Piſtol 
with a brace of Bullets : and as this Informant conveniency to ſhoot bim in the 
back, ſaying he will ſo certainly kill bim: And withal he adviſed me that thereupon, that 
I ſhould ride to the next Town in a great fright . and tell there, that Dugdale and 7 , be- 
ing riding on the Rode together , were met and aſſaulted by two men, one of which ſhot 
Ar. Dugdale and killed bim: And this , ſaid be, will both oblige my Father , my ſelf , 
and all our Friends for ever, and alſo remove all ſuſpition from your ſelſ , conſidering 
what the Papiſts think themſelves allowed to do againſt the Enemies of their Church. 


And conſidering how the Nation is filled with men of ill Principles and profligate lives; 
it is no wonder that they have been able to produce ſome perſons to detract ſrom the 
Credit of the Kings Evidence, but it is rather to be accounted matter of wonder, that 
they have not ſound Inſtruments to aſſaſſinate every man of them. 


But to proceed , theſe Conſpirators whom we have already mentioned, are not the 
only perſons who have left uncontrollable Evidence of their guilt , when with the 
higheſt Confidence they aſſerted their Ianocency; for Mr. Ireland alſo bad the Fate to 
betray himſelf in the ſame way of Indifcretion and Folly; for thinking to have invali- 
| 2 pawl dated the Teſtimony of Dr. Oats and Mr. Bedloe ; he affirms, he proteſts, be calls 
* A God to Witness, that be was in Sraffordſhire , from the fh of Auguſt, till the ſour- 

| A teenth of September: Whereas they had ſworn that he was, and that they had ſcen 

him at ZLonaoy with that time. And as if it bad not been enough to have in- 
fitted upon ir at his Tryal, he ſealed it with moſt ſolemn Aſſeverations at his death 
— And yet it hath appeared ſince by the Teſtimony of Mr. Penniſon, à perſon of an 
"ancient and conſiderable family, and of anunqueſtionableReputation, add Mr. {re- 
lands own Relation and KinGnan ; that Dr. Oats and Mr. Bedloe's Credit deſerved 


# | - 


not to be impeaebed on this account; (nor by any other Aſſeverations or Oaths, by 
any of the Papal Communion offered agaioſt them, or cicher of the King's ede ä 
é ein 


. . 
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Auguſt, and this he 

and a Chriſtian, but by ſuch particular and 
is no man of ſenſe but muſt acknowledge himſelf convinced, that the Jeſuit dyed with 
in bis Mouth; He that hath (or will) read his ſeveral Narratives concerning this, 
have obſerved in mine in reference to it, will ſoon ſee that I5e/and diſcovered 
ing in Town; not becauſe he was not there, bur becauſe the Errand h#came, and Em- 

himſelf about was ſv black and deteſtable, and with all fo poſitive ſwcra a. 
im, that he knew no way to vindicare himſelf from it, but by ſwearing point blank 
not ſo much as upon the ſpot where theſe things charged upon him were ſaid to 
tranſacted. Bur becauſe there is no Sore——- and men live to be further confirmed 
bliſhed in theſe very things, whereof — are already ſufficiently perſuaded. I 
bjoyn one Teſtimony more ot an and worthy Gentleman and a Kinſman 
. Deland, who alſo faw and diſcourſed about ſeveral things with him in London, 
ively calls God to witneſs that he was elſewhere, which confirms Mr. Feni- 
. Oats, and Mr. Bedlow's Evidence; The Gentleman is defirous for a ſcaſon to 
is Nathe concealed, but is a Perſon of known worth, and will be ready to Confirm 
here ſaid before any Magiſtrate when called thereunto. And whoſoever conſiders, not 
man 
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the Kings life is eminently 
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Name, ſo I do here my Faith, that the World is not ſhamm'd by a Counterfeit Infor- 
mation, but that what is here ſubjoyned, is no more, than what a Perſon of entire Credit 
and very good Quality, will be ready to Juſtihke ; Namely, That this Gentleman, being 
be beginning of Bartholomew Fair 1678. going up Holborn, "with an intenticn 
to carry 4 L and Relation of hw to the Fair, to entertain her with what the place could 
d, or at leaſt what ſhe would principally have a mind to ſee, he accidentally met with 
Ireland who was alſo bu Relation, and between bim and lim there bad intervened a 
long Acquaintance. And that Mr. Ireland of whoſe 22 becauſe of their different 
— be was never fond, not only accoſting him, but being importunate to drink with 
bam, be accordingly attended bim into an adjoyning Ale-Houſe at the Sign of the Three Pipes. 
Where they not only continued almoſt an hour together, but had much Diſcourſe concernin 
Religion : And that My. Ireland by way of ſounding 15 Inclination to the Papal Church, 
asked bim, whether if their Religion were Eſtabliſhed by Law and publickly owned in En- 
be would not then embrace it, and come over to their Communion ; To which the 
Gentleman replied, That the Popiſh Religion was ſo repugnant to the firſt Principles of 
Reaſon, that be could never abandon his underſtanding ſo far as to eſpauſe or entertain it, but 
that if things ſhould come to that paſi as Mb. Ireland ſuggeſted, be would ſubmit to the 
Government in Popiſh hands, but not to Popery. So that there can be nothing more evi- 
dent, than that Ireland was in London; when he calls God — witneſs, and 
pawns his Salvation upon it, that he was in Staffordſhire. Who could have believed that 
a Perſon not only pretending to be a Chriſtian, but of a ſacred Order in the Church, 
and truſted with t Diſpentition of Sacred Myſteries, and aſſuming the Conduct of the 
Souls of Men, durſt have had the 1 to dare Heaven, and affront 
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them to it. We may juſtly conceive, that they think themſelves diſſ with to Blaſpheme 
the Name of God, whenſoever their doing fo is ſubſervient to the benefit and ad 

of the Church of Rowe. And that they. reckon, ſuch impieties will not only be forgiven 
them, upon the account of the End which they are perpetrated for, but become ified 
and commence Meritorious. However, I think he forfeits his Diſcretion, as well as pro- 
claims himſelf unworthy the name of a Proteſtant , that can believe the Aſſeveration of a 
Prieſt or Feſuit in reference to his own Innocency, after we have fo demonſtratively de- 
tected Mr. Ireland, as well as thoſe we have already mentioned, to be ſuch horrid Impo- 
ftors And we may alſo gather, with what 1 8 the Popiſh Laity ſubject theme 


ſelves 


1 — Hoc thus 
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of a more ancient date, but made ſome freſh Reflections _-_ and given atnple — 
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7 of the —— 1 | 46 w—_— wx - —— late * have dyed galley 
of; We now to lay open the un dl and bra 
the late Viſcount Stafford. And the firſt thing we ſhall take notice of is this, that he re- 
nounceth in his laſt breath all hope of Salvation, i ever be were guilty bimſelf, or knew 
of . any that were, of the Crimes whereof he was Accuſed. And yet by 4 Lutter directed ta 
my Lord Aſton, which was found in his Study at Tixall when ſearched, and to which was 
ſubſcribed Stafford, and the Letter dated from Stafford October 8. 78. the Plot it bath 
confeſſed under his ows band, and his particular Intereſt 2 in it echnows- 
ledged. The words of which Letter were as followeth. My Lord the Plot is diſcovered, 
N are all undone. And I am going into Shropſhure to ſtifle it as much a can; and 
I pray do you the ſame in Siaffordifare. This Letter was ſeiſed by Captain Thomas Lane 
a Jultice of Peace and Deputy Lieutenant in Serine And accordingly he Depoſed 
before the Committee appointed as — for the Trynl of my Lord Stafford, and was 
ready to have provedat openly in Court it he had been called thereunto. But thoſe worthy 
Gentlemen, that were entruſted by the Houſe of Commons to proſecute the Impeachment 
of Treaſon againſt Stafford, did upon ſome prudential Onſiderations decline the menti- 
oning of this matter; And the rather becauſe they had other ſufficient Evidence for the 
Convicting of that Criminal. 

And they were not. willing to make any Critical Enquiry, how this Letter under my Lords 
hand came to be ſupprefled or loſt, as it ſeems it was, from its not being Communicated 
neither to the Committee of Secrecy , nor to the Committee of Managers of the Tryal. 


But this Mr. Lane Depoſeth, That having ſhewn it to. Mir. Moſely a Gentleman of Quality 


in the foreſaid County, and to diverſe others who have atteſted the fame before a Committee 
of Parliament, he did tranſmit it to one of rhe Clerks of the Council, and that he received 
a Letter concerning the receipt of it from one of the Clerks. Had the Plot ſucceeded this 
late Lord would have been proud of it, and endeavoured to derive glory to his Family from 
it; but being diſcovered, and it appearing fo full of horror to all the ſober part of Man- 
kind, they have no way left for the preventing the ruine of themſelves and Polterities, bur, 
though to the loſs of their Souls, to diſclaim and abjure it. Alaſs ! We neeeded no Wit- 
neſſes to tell us of a Plot carried on by the Papiſts for many years paſt againſt our Religion; 
the Caballing of the chief Factors of the Romiſh Party, the raiſing Money upon their 
Eſtates at home, and promoting Collections amongſt the Papal Zealots abroad, the putti 
themſelves under the Conduct of Forreign Councils, and the induſtriouſly hs — 
furniſhing themſelves throughout the whole Kingdom with Horſe and Arms, were ſo many 
uncontrollable Evidences of it to all Perſons of ordinary Converſe and Obſervation. And 
the Depoſitions of ſuch as have come in to make detection of this Conſpiracy, do ſo cor- 
reſpond with what moſt men have ſeen and took notice of, that the utmoſt they amount 
unto, is only to afford us a legal proof of that, whereof we had before a moral afſuranice. 
Can it be imagined that Coleman, Throgmerton, Leyborn, ſhould only be acquainted 
with ſo great and important a Deſign: and that Pows, Bellaſis, Arundel, and Stafford 
ſhould be ignorant of it. Who knows not that the former were too inconſiderable to give 
either Authority to ſo weighty an undertaking, or yield that aſkſtance which was nec 

to the effecting and accompliſhing of it. None below thoſe of the bigheſt Quality in the 
Papal Party, were furniſhed either with Wiſdom to conduct it, Intereſt to obtain Forrei 
Countenance unto it, or Treaſure and Power to poſſeſs the meaneſt with the leaſt of 
ſucceſs. Could Coleman age that their Deſign made ſo happy.an advance, that they ſhould 
quickly ſee the rume of the roteſtant Party; as his Letter to the Nuncio bearing date the 
gth. of Auguſt reſtifieth ; If there had not been a general Confederacy among all the Pa- 
piſs in England, to cut off and extirpate thoſe modern Hereticks : Or is it poſſible to faſten 
any other ſenſe upon Father Ireland; Letter from St. Omers, wherein he tells his Correſſ 
dents here, that all things were in a readineſs there, as ſoon as the Blow ſhould be given here, 
that they had both projected the murdering of the King, and having once iſhec 
to proceed immediately to the extirpation of the Proteſtants, I ſhould not have 

the foregoing Letter, but that the ſafety as well as the Honoug of the King, and the 
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AER. 5. HE e 
Vindicaion of dhe Jaſtica of the Nation upon this TraiferoutMalefadtor, ex g ted it of e. 
Ad L wiſh ſome Perſons thay be adviſed and itiftructed, how they behave themſelves in 
reference to and Informations which arrive with them for the future ' ſeeing they 
may hereby and oblerve; that their carriages and tranſactions lie not ſo hid and von- 
coated 28 dheyfinny' 26 thile own rulae er af dvagiite ont dan at preſent; believe and 
imagi But let us in the next place conſider how many Witneſſes have reftth | 
Srafordhs ſhare and part in the Plot, and you will poſſibly be aſtoniſhed; how:he durſt 
ſhur up his dying Speech in ſaying with ſo little concernedneſs with relation to the righteous 
Tribunal he was immediately to appear before ; 1 do with my laſt breath truely aſſert my 
Innocency, and hope the Omniſcient All-ſecing j God wildeof) unh me accordingly. Were 
they not ſo; many, that for any gg ada? cn baredenying what (ch a num- 
ber have f 2 to N | T Ja _ n 
wholly i e. And were they not all Papifs and purpoſed ſo to live and dye, if the 
ä — 2 of this Plot had not filled them — 9 a Reli — that ju- 
ſtified ſo Execrable a Conſpiracy. Nor was it _ any hatred againſt t m_ Re- 
ligion, that made them accuſe the principal Members of the Roman Communion of thoſe 
Villanie and Crimes; but it was the Treaſons which the Roman Catholicks were engaged 
in, that made them renounce that Religion which put them it, and whoſe Principles 
made it Meritorious to proſocute it with Fire and 8 word. Belides, theſe Witrleſles were 
Perſons whom this Lord is never ſaid to have diſobliged, ſo that thꝭy can not be thought to 
have accuſed him out of Malice and Revenge; And which is very material for obtaining 
belief to their Teſtimony, they were wholly Strangers one to another till after the Diſco- 
very of the Plot, ſo that the charging my Lord Stafford and others with ſuch and ſuch 
Crimes, was not any contrivance among chemſelves, nor 4 thing they can be ſuppoſed ti 
have concerted berween them. And if we confider the nature and quality of their Eyidence, it 
is ſuch that it is impoſſible any man ſhould have ever ventured upon the giving of it, un- 
leſs it had. been true, and that they had 'perſonal and particular knowledge of all the Cir- 
cumſtances of it. For they not only declare all with the greateſt plainneſs and diſtinctneſs, 
but whenſoever there was any attempt to diſtract hc ry — they 

PRE to anſwer with the greateſt preſence and ſedateneſs, and by their Replies to 
further light and certainty on what they faid before; For as the particularsthey in- 

ſiſted upon, are too many for the moſt fertile Imagination to have invented, fo as to be able 
to make them cohere, much lefs ro cauſe one of them ſupport and fortifie another; So not- 
withſtanding the number of the things they haveDepoſld, and that there was no — . 
acquaintance amongſt them, yet they have in nothing contradicted one another, not hath any 
one by endeavouring to ſupport the truth of what himſelf ſaid, undermined or ſupplanted 
the certainty of what others have alledged. Or can it be ſuppoſed that though they had 
been never ſo wicked, and would not have led the deſtroying the lives of innocent 
Perfons in order to profit and advantage, that yet they ſhould not only be ſuch fools bur ſo 
perfectly mad, as to aſſault the lives of ſo many of the chiefeſt Peers of the Nation, and 
io befriended not only in their numerousRelations, but in the intereſt which they had as well 
in his —_— as thoſe of greateſt Authority about him. Surely nothing but an affured 
e of the things which they inform concerning, and a conſcientious deſire to pre- 

vent the miſchiefs which thefe perſons in combination with others, were haſtning to 


involve the Nation under, could have ever prevailed with them to expoſe themſelves to ſo 
many viſible dangers, as they muſt needs have foreſeen, rhe accuſing ſo many Peers, would 


make them obnoxious and liable unto. ante | 
* 11. But this is not the only particular wherein we ſhall detect and lay open this falſe 

perjured Perſon, and therefore we haſten to a ſecond thing wherein this late Viſcount 
hath proſtituted his Conſeience by aſſerting that for a truth, which we ſhall prove by un- 


dubitable Teſtimony to be a groſs and impudent falfhood. + And it is ſome 85 that 
0 


we can deal with the Papiſts on a ſubject, that relates wholly to matter of Fact; for here 
both the meaneſt and thoſe of the narroweſt Underſtanding, are as capable of being Um- 


pires betwixt us and them, and of comprehending what is proved, or what is not, as thoſe. 


of a more elevated Condition, and improved Abilities. is Lord then having both pro- 

teſted upon his Tryal, that he never ſpake with Mr. Dugdale but once, 

and averred it upon his Death and Salvation, that he never ſpake unto See his Speech up- 

lim of any thing ſave about a Foot-boy, or Foot-man, or Foot-race, and the Scaffold 

never was then alone with bim ; We ſhall therefore by ſome of the 

many undeniable Depoſitions which we could produce, demonſtrate that he hath been often 

with him, and that at times and ſeaſons when there could be no occaſion 

to diſcourſe of any ſuch affair or buſineſs berwixt them, And this Vi, See Page 78. 

count having alſo upon his Tryal ſolemnly atteſted God, that be deteſted 4. 
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Dugdale, us /o mean 8 Kndve, that often am often, whin dry it my Lord Atom- 7, 
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1 ſhall therefore prove by the Teſtimoniesof ſeveral Perſons whoſt Credit can no 


ways be impeached, that che time was, 
J that be bath withdrawn from the Society of very conſiderable Peron: W conveiie with 


— 


The Information of William Skelton late of Horecroſs in the County of Staf- 
. ford, now of St. Martins in the Fields in the County of Middleſex Gent. 
taken upon Oath this 17th. day of January 1680. before me Edmond War- 
cupp Eſq; one of his Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace in the ſaid County and 
Ctty. 
2 0 His Informant ſaith, that he waited on Robert Howard of Horecrofi 
& el | in the ſaid County of Stafford Eſq; to the Houle of the Lord Afton 
Weſt m. at 7ixall in the ſaid County of Stafford, on the 1 arb. of September 
1678. and then and there ſaw Willem late Lord Viſcount Stafford talking with Mr. Ste- 
phen Dugdale. And on the 1 3th. day of the ſaid month of September 1678. this Informant 


ſtepping by accident into a Room there called the little Nining-Room or little Parlour, ſome 
time before Dinner, he then and there ſaw the ſaid M alliam late Viſcount Stafford, and the 


ſaid St dale ing and di rogether in private, no other perſon then 
2 themſelves, n this Informant ſoon withdrew leſt 
be d interrupt their Conference. And this I is moſt aſſured of the Premiſles, 


by a certain Memorandum, which he then wrote down in his own Pocket Book, which at 
the time of this Information is produced. And he likewiſe ſaw the ſaid William late Viſcount" 
* ſaid Stephen Dug dale, diſcourſing together in Tixall Park in the Buck ſeaſon 
of the ſame year 1678. no other Perſon being with them, while the Gentry then Aſſembled, 
were hunting the Buck in the ſaid Park. And this Informant further faith, that as he was 
walking in 7:xa/! Hall about the 1 8th. or 19th. day of September 1678. he obſerved the ſaid 
William late Lord Viſcount Stafford go into a Room called rhe Parlour, or the Dining- 
Room which adjoyned to his Lordſhips Lodging Chamber, and ſmmediately the ſaid Stephen 
Dugdale followed him into the ſaid Room, and this Informant ſaw them two alone diſcour- 
ling together, but how long they continued there, or what their Diſcourſe was, he knowerh 
not. And by theſe and other Obſervations, this Informant did believe that the ſaid Stephen 
Dugdale, was in good eſteem, and in ſome truſt with the ſaid late Viſcount Stafford. And 
he further faith, that the ſaid Stephen Dugdale was then Steward to the Lord Afton, and 
had great Power and Command in the ſaid Lord Alon. — mre wer —— 
fold all things relating to the Family or Eſtate at Tĩxall, and was the Chiefeſt man in the Lord 
Aſtons Family, and paid the Wages of Labourers, and had a very good Name and R 
tation among the Gentry of that Countrey , as, well Papiſts as Proteſtants, and was 
quently termed Honeſt Stephen Dugdale. And this Informant further ſaith, that he hath 
obſerved the ſaid William late Lord Viſcount Stafford, own the ſaid Stephen Dugdale with 
reſpect, calling him Mr. Dugdale at Dinners and Suppers before the ſaid Lord Aftons face, 
both when they did cat in private, and when they did eat in publick with other and 
Perſons of Quality in the ſaid Houſe, to which there was great reſort in that year. And 
this Informant likewiſe obſerved the ſaid Stepben Dugdale was well reſpected and very ci- 
villy treated by the ſaid William late Lord Viſcount Stafford in other Companies and Places, 
where they Occaſionally met. And further ſaith not, 


William Skelton, 
Furat* die c. Anno 
ſupradifP coram 
me, Vera Copia 
| Ex per me, 
Edm. Warcupp. 
Edmond Warcupp. 
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The Information vf Walter Collins: of 


| Oath the 19th. day of January 1680. befare;Tho. Blacks, aud Samp- 
En Byrch, his fr ir ge the Peace fur the ſaid: Burrough. T w 
5 


Stafford 4 WII faith, that in or about the year of our Lord Chriſt 1678. he 
—_— - ſaw the late Lord Stafford, and Mir. Stephew Dagdale, walk toge- 
ther in —— — between the Gatechouſe and the ſaid Hall, 


about the ſpace of a quarter of an hour, and that no other Perſon did walk wich them, of 
was in hearing of them _— 


5 ts Wal. Collins. 
urat die uno 
predic” coram ; 1 


Tho. Blake, 
Sam. Byrch. 


Signed in preſence of 
Willam Southall. 


— 


Thomas Jordan of Little-Haywood ix the County of Stafford Gent. one 
of the High-Conſtables for the ſaid C ounty, ' 


Stuff fl Aith, that in the Summer time in the year of our Lord One thouſand fix hundred 
taf. fl. ſeventy and eight, on a Thurſday, being a Bowling day at Taxall in the ſaid 
County, he this Informant ſaw the Lord Stafford and the Lord Afon ſtand together on the 
fide of the Bowling-Green; a diſtance from the reſt of the Company there, and out of 
their hearing: And while their Lordſtups ſtood at that diſtance, his Informant ſaw Mr. 
Stephen tf 0 as j — ry Cao. 
of the reſt ot the pany about a quarter of an hour, and their Lordſhips and Mr. Dug- 
dale did Diſcourſe — all that time as this Informant verily believes, ( this Informant 
being in their fight all that time, but not in their hearing.) 


Thomas Jordan. 
15 die January 1680. 
Signed then in the 5 
preſence of * | 
Thomas Whitbey,  ' 3 
Edward Foden, 


— 


The Information of William Suelſon of Great-Haywood Nailer, taken upon 
Oath before Sir Bryan Broughton Knight and Barronet Jan. 13. 1680. 


Ho faith, that about Michaehmas was two years, he ſaw the Lord Stafford walk- 

ing alone with Mr. Stephen Dugdale upon Tixall Bowling-Alley : And this Infor- 

mant ſaich, that he knew the Lord Stafford as well as the one hand from the other, for 
he hath often ſeen him at Tixall. = 


— — 


WWikkam Snelſon. 


Jurat roram me, 


B. Broughton, 


Burfbigh of Staſſord Gent. taten 


Fi 4 


— —— 


- taken upon Oath in Stafford before James Lewes of the Burrough of Staf- 


ford, and Thomas Blake aud Sampſon Byrch Juſtices of the ſaid Bur- 
rough. 0 | 
" W bis Oath faith, that in the Summer time in the year of our Lord 
Sf. f. Chriſt 1677. be ſaw William late Viſcount Stafford, and . Stephen Dug- 
dale together by themſelves and none elſe with them in the Court at Tixall betwixt Tixall 


Hall and the Stables there. And alſo that he this Informant ſaw the ſaid Lord Stafford, and 


the ſaid Mr. Dugdale together, and none elſe with them upon a Hempland belonging to 
Waker Bd of Taal * 


Jurat' 15. Jan. 1680. % Rich. Par kin his LA] Mark. 
cram * 
f Signed in the preſence of 
James Lewes, William Sout ball. 
Tho. Blake, 
Samp. Byrch. 


Vera Copia. 


tn dll. ——— 


—_ a 


The Information of Tho. Creſwell of Little-Haywood Cordwayner | 
| Januar. 11. 1680. 


Wr faith, that in the Summer time in the year of our Lord 1676. he was 
Staff. at Tixall to ride Horſes, —EAEA————— Lock 
Stafford took him to be his Page, with whom he lived a year and a quarter, within that 
time my Lord Stafford was three or four times at Tixall, and ſtaied ſometimes two or three 
nights together, and three or four mornings he hath ſent this Informant to ſee for Stephen 
Dugdale and bid him come to him for to ſpeak with him: And this Informant faith, that he 
hath ſeen him at the leaſt three times go into the Parlour to my Lord Stafford and his Gentle- 


man, and as ſoon as Mr. Dugdale came in, his Gentleman came out, and he remained ſingle 


with the Lord Stafford, and at ſeveral other places he hath ſeen my Lord Stafford with Mir. 
Stephen Dug dale. 


—__—— — 


The Information of _—_— —— of Tixall in the County of 
| Stafford Taylor. , 


o informeth, that in the latter end of Summer in the year of our Lord 1678. 


Staff. the Lord Stafford being then at Tixel, he this Informant ſaw the ſaid Lord 
— and Mr. Stephen Dugdale ber in Tixall Hall, and after ſome time they 


been together 1 the ſaid Mr. Dugdale went and fetcht the Lord Afton 
to the ſaid Lord Stafford. 


The Informations above written were taken upon Oath the 1 1th. of January 1680. 


before Henry Vernon Eſq; one of his Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace for the County of Sta- 
ford, K. * | 7 ' 


William Southall. 


— 


Tbe Information of Thomas Robinſon of Eng in the County of Stafford 


Hugsbandman, taken upon Oath the two and twentieth = of January in the 
year 1680. before James Lewes Mayor ef the Burrough of Stafford, and 
Sampſon Byrch Jaſtice of Peace for the ſaid Burrongh. 


Staff. fl. His Informant faith, that in the month of September 1678. he this Informant 
being then at Tixal Hall, he ſaw William late Viſcount Stafford and Mr. Stephen 
Dugdale come together and none elſe with them out of a Garden belonging to Tixall Hall, 


and 
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and afterwards they both walked 


together themſelves in the Walks nigh to the ſaid Garden. 
foreſfaid, the ſaid iſcount d came to Tixall Halt on Horſeback, and the ſaid Mr. 
Dugdale meeting is Lordſhip, and after he had ſaluted him and ſhewed his obedience to his 
Lordſhip they both did walk together into Tixell Hall and none elſe with them. 
Stafford vi ſecundo di Thomas Robinſon | 
Ju ates —— oa — | his Mark: 
ames Lewes or, 
— 


The Information of Ann Hinckley ( Wife of Samuel Hinckley of Penckrich ix 
the County of Stafford Cordwayner ) taken upon Oath the ninth day of Febr. 
1680. before Richard Congreve Eſq; one of his Majeſties Faſtices of Peace 

for the County aforeſaid, 


Ho faith, that in or about the month of Auguſt one thouſand ſix hundred ſeventy 
and eight, this Informant went with her Husband to Tall in the ſaid County, 
to ſpeak with Mr. Stephen Dugdale, and coming to one E/ds Houſein Tixall, her Husband 
deſired her to go into Tixall Hall to look for the ſaid Mr. Dugdale, and when ſhe came into 
the ſaid Hall, ſhe ſaw the ſaid Mr. Dugdale with an ancient Gentleman in the ſaid Hall, 
ſtanding both together and talking, afrer ſome time this Informant asked one Foſeph 
AN ſtood with this Informant) who that Gentleman was, who told her it was 
the Lord Stafford, And ſhe ſaw at that time the faid Lord Stafford pull a Paper out of his 
Pocket, and gave it to the ſaid Mr. Dug dale to tead, and after Mr. Dugdale had looked on 
the ſaid Paper, he gave it again to the ſad Lord Stafford, And ſhe further faith, that ſhe 
continued in fight of the ſaid Lord Stafford and Mr. Dugdale above the ſpace of half an 
hour, and during that time there was no perſon with them : And ſhe further faith, that 
afterwards Mr. Dugdale came to this Informant, and bid her go to one Dorothy Aldridgts 
in Tixall aforeſaid and he would come to her, which ſhe did, taking her Husband with her, 
and being there with Mr. Dugdale, he the ſaid Mr. Dugdate after ſome Diſcourſe, told this 
Informant that he muſt go again to the ſaid Lord Stafford, for he had earneſt buſineſs with 
bim: And further faith, that in the ſaid Hall and the ſaid A/dridges Houle ſhe heard 
Mr. Dugdale ſay, that the Perſon he was talking with was the Lord Stafford. 


| Ane Hinkley, CA] ber Mark. 
Die & Anno predict | 


Joes . me, She is a Papiff. 
i greve. 


_ 


— — 


The Information of John Boulton of the Burrough of Stafford Sadler, taken 
2 Oath at Stafford aforeſaid before Tho. Blake and Sampſon Byrch his 

ajeſties Juſtices of the Peace for the ſaid Burrough, on the 19th. day of 
January 1680. , 


Stafford 5 VV ſaith, that in the Summer time about the year of our Lord 
Burrough. Chriſt 1678. he ſaw the Lord Stafford on a Bowling-day on the 
Bowlin at Tixall amongſt many Gentlemen, and ſaw Mr. — copay to 

the ſaid Green, and ſaw the Lord Stafford go from the other Gentlemen and meet the ſaid 
Mr. Dugdale, and ask him where he had been; Mr. Dugdale anſwered he had been at Hay- 
wood and had got ſome Betts about a Race; after which this Informant ſaw the ſaid Lord Sraf- 
ford and Mr. Stephen Dugdale withdraw themſelves at a further diſtance from the ſaid Com- 
. pany, and there continued without any other Company than themſelves for the ſpace of 
almoſt a quarter of an hour. | 


Jurat die & Anno Fobn Boulton. 
predictꝰ coram ; 
Tho. Bla Si in the preſence of William Southall. Ng 
_ igned in the preſence of W 
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The Information of Setner- Aniell of is the County of Stafford 
Skinner, taten upon Oath in the Barrough of. fd the tig; an twentlerh 
day 14 gu; 1680. before James Lewes Eſq; Mayor of The Burroughs 
Stafford, and Sampſon Byrch one of his Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace d 
the ſaid Burrough. 


Ho faith, in the Summer time in the year of our Lord 1678. he G. 
Staff. VV Milliam late Lord, alias Viſcount Stafford and Mr. Stephen Dugdale 
talking together at a place called Ruffecrofi - Gate in Tixall and no other Perſun with them, 
and they both continued together themſclves there above a quarter of an hour in the fight 
of this Informant, who ſtated to ſpeak with the ſaid Mr. Dwgdale, and within few days 
after he this Informant ſaw the ſaid late Lord S:afford and Mr. Dugdale t them- 
ſelves and none elſe with them in the place called the Hall in Tal for the pace of above 
— ook and afterwards both of them went together into the great Parlour into 
Tixall 


Fur apud Stafford xxxii. die © | Semer Anſell. 
Fannaris Anno Regni Caroli | : 
ſecund: nunc Ang. xxx.. co- 


ram nobs, 


James Lewes, 
Sampſon Byrch. 


Now though theſe be but a few of ihe many Depoſitions which we could have produced 
to this purpole, yet they are 5 to detect the Impoſture and Perjury of the late Viſcount 
Stafford, and to convince the World what little Credit is to be given to a Papiſt in the ſo— 
lemneſt appeals which he makes to God, and that in thoſe very Circumſtances, when the 
worſt of men are uſually found to be candid and ingenuous. For whereas Mr. Dugdale 
bath been repreſented as an infamous Perſon, and one that neither my Lord Aſton, nor 
any other Gentlemen put the leaſt confidence in, or eſteemed worthy of common * ; 
it is made fully evident by theſe Depoſitions, that he had not only more than an ordinary 
Reputation in my Lord Afton's Family, the management of my Lordi chiefeſt Concern- 
ments being entruſted with him, but that he was highly valued by the whole Countrey for 
Candor, Integrity, Juſtice and Truth, beyond what other Papi under all the Recom- 
mendation of Birth, Breeding and Inheritance could arrive unto. And as to be accounted 
and ſtiled Honeſt Mr. Dugdale was the greateſt honour that a virtuous ambition could 
make him aſpire unto, ſo his Temper and whole Conduct, ſince called forth to appear on a 
more publick Theatre, do proclaim him every way worthy of that Compellation. And 
this Character which he obtained in Staffordſbire doth ſo correſpond with what we have 
ſeen and obſerved of him in London, that Ml impartial men do readily acknowledge the 
juſtneſs ef it. And whereas my Lord Stafford proteſted in the preſence of God, that as he 
was never with him alone, ſo be never ſpake to him but once, and that only concerning a 
Foot-man ; Here are proofs neither to be diſtruſted nor contradifted, chat he had both fre- 
quent converſation with him, and admitted him into thoſe privacies which others were de- 
barred and ſhut out from. And indeed 2 familiarity he entertained him with, and 
the ſequeſtring themſelves from all other Company whenloever they diſcourſed together, 
we may eaſily imagine what was the Subject they treated about. For what elſe ſhould re- 
commend another Perſons Servant to thoſe Privacies which my Lord Stafford vouchſafed 
Mr. Dugdale, or prefer one of fo mean à Rank to be S 
p: of the belt Gentlemen to be difcourſed with apart, bur that there was ſome important 
Dig 0a oo of which they two were _ conſcious. And could this in probabi- 


lity be any. other, than the mighty Aﬀair of ying the King, and overthrowing the 
Phan Religion, which the whole Papal Party had fo long deſigned, and were — that 
time filled wit | 


_— corifidences of accompliſhing. 
$ 12. The next thing that lies before us is the — of xhis late Lords renoun- 


cing all knowledge of Mr. Turbervill, and with what ſolemnity he abjured the having ſo 


much as at any time ſeen him. For having at his Trial not only declared, 
See Page 50. that be never ſaw him before in bis 52 he repeats it in his Speech 
upon the d, and withall avers upon bis Death and Salvation, that 
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though this Teſtimony doth mightily ſtrengtben Mr. Turbervilli Evidence, being agreeable 
in ſeveral circumſtances with what be : 70: Talellanch es the whale ines be fotins 
in the Printed Relation of my Lord Stafford: Trial, together with the 
great and convincing improvement which an excellent Perſon made of See Page 181. 
at, I ſhall — Tectien — and ſhall proceed to ad- 

vance two other itions demonſtrative of this late Lords infincerity and falſehood in re- 
nouncing before God and men the having had any former knowledge of Mr. Turber vill. 


The Information of John Showter Gent. one 7 the Clerks in the Crown-Office 
in Chancery, taken upon Oath this 3th. day of January 1680. before me 
Edmond Warcupp Ei; one of his Majeſties Fuſtices of the Peace in the 
ſaid County _ City. | 


Midi. His Informant fairh, that about ſix or ſeven yeats ago he did frequently 
& *l reſort to the Chappel at Tart-Hell to Maſs, the then Houſe of William 
Him. late Viſcount Stafford, and one of thoſe times he met there one Mr. 


Gl who asked this Informant a Liſt of the Names of the Juſtices of the Peace in 
$ ire, which Liſt ſome few days afterwards this Informant carried to Tart-Hall and 
delivered it to the ſaid Glafſie, who in kindneſs invited this Informant to drink a Glaſs of 
Wine in the Cellar, and two other Gentlemen went to drink with them, and after ſome 
time this Informant asked the ſaid Mr. Glaſſe, who a Tall thin Gentleman was, who was 
then one of the Company, who anſwered his name was Turbervill, and that he belonged 
to the Lady Molinenx, and this Informant cannot poſitively ſay that Mr. Edward Turbervill 
now produced was the ſame Perſon then in his Company, but believes he may be the ſame 
by his ſtature and thinneſs, only his Hair did then look like a Perriwig, and was much 
longer than it is now. And he further faith that he verily believes, he ſaw the ſaid Mr. Tur- 


ber vill at >" times in the ſaid Houſe, up and down ſo commonly, that he believed 


the ſaid Tur to be one of the Lord Staffords Family, and did likewiſe ſee him ſeveral 
times at Maſs at the ſaid Houle. 
Turat' die & Anno 4 Jobs Showter, 
ſupraditio coram a 
me, 
Edmond Warcupp. ve Copid 4 
Ex' per me, 
Edmond Warcupp. : 
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The Information of Colonel John Scott, take yo Oath the 13th, dap.of 
February 1680. before me Bdmond Warcupp E/; one of his Majeſties. Ju. 
"ſtices of the Peace in the ſaid County and Cry. | 


Mill.] 


* ef. 
We 


His Informant faith iber be was at Pars in France in the touth of Nb 
vember 1675. and there met William late Viſcount Stafford (whom 


is fronted by Liexemburgh-houſe, to which Lodging this Informant went the next day, 
and was introduc'd into his Lordſhips Chamber, who complain'd of a which the 
Informant judg'd to be the Gout, and this Informant viſned him ſeveral times afterwards 
in his Chamber which was a lower Room in the ſaid Corner Houſe, about the latter end 
of the ſaid month of November 1675. when a certain Perſon came in whom this Infor- 
mant took to be one of his Lordſhips Domeſticks, and told his Lordſhip that one Mr. Tur. 
bervill would ſpeak with him, whereupon this Informant having no other buſineſs bur 
viſit and reſpect, and believin bis Lordſhip mighr have ſome with that Gentleman 
offer'd ro withdraw, but his ip would not permit it, ſaying, Mr. Tirber vill might 
come another time, but before anſwer was return'd the ſaid Gentleman came into the Room, 
which his Lordſhip perceiving, ſaid, Mr. Turbervill you have not ſo much haſt, or ſo 
much to do but I may ſee you again to morrow, upon which the ſaid Gentleman bow'd 
his body and retir'd. And this Informant further ſaith that Mr. Edward Turbervill now 
produc't is very like to the ſaid Gentleman in Stature, whom the ſaid Lord Stafford then 
called Mr. Turbervill, but this Informant cannot poſitively ſay he is the ſame man by rea- 
ſon he had fo ſhort an Interview, and his Hair is er than thatGentlemans was, but he 
believes him to be the ſame Gentleman he ſaw in my Lord Stafford; Room as aforeſaid, and 
this Informant was ſo much ſatisfied that Mr. Edward Turbervill is the ſame Perſon that he 
ſaw in Pars in November 1675. that he offer'd Juſtice Farcupp a day or two before his 
Lordſhips Execution to go with him to the ſaid Lord in the Tower, or with any other Perſon 
to endeavour to Convince his Lordſhip that one Turbervill, and probably Mr. Edward 
Turbervill was the ſatpe Perſon he ſaw at Pari in November 1675. as is aforeſaid. 


mw dic & un Joby Scott. 
upraditÞ cor me, 


Edmond Warcupp. 


Nor let any object that theſe Gentlemen are not poſitive that the Mr. Twrbervill who 
teſtified againſt my Lord Stafford, is the ſame perſon whom they ſaw in the places foremen- 
' tioned A. 7 — unto; ſeeing all the peculiar and deſcriptive accidents which they ob- 
ſerved in the dne are found in the other; except that his Hair differs in length and cut 
( which any mans may do in two days time) from what it then did. Nor are they able 
to aſſign any other Gentleman of that Name, unto whom we may apply what is here 
Sworn and Depoſed. And the modeſty with which theſe Perſons do expreſs and deliver 
themſelves, inſtead of detracting from the probability of their Teſtimony doth greatly add to 
the weight and moral certainty of what they ſay. If this therefore be true, that my Lord 
Stafford not only frequently ſaw Mr. Turbervill, as his being a kind of Domeſtick-in his 
Houſe, as Mr. Showters ion doth imply, but that he treated him with that famili- 
arity which Colonel Scotts In 10n doth import: there can then be nothing more evi- 
dent than that my Lord Stafford was wholly regardleſs of the truth of what he ſaid, and 
that he died guilty of a high prophanation of the Name of God, and in a deſperate con- 
tempt of all that ſhould be preſerved ſacred, by raking it upon bus Salvation, that be never 
one word to Mr. Turbervill, or to his knowledge ever ſaw bim until bis Trial. 

And if he could aſſume the impudence to aver that he never ſaw Mr. Turbervill, when the 
acknowledging of it, would of it ſelf have derived no danger upon him, we may very 
— believe that notwithſtanding his being never ſo Criminal, he would abjure the 
Treaſons which Mr. Turbervill charged him with, it being ſo much his intereſt to do fo. 
So well aſſured was Colonel Scott that this very Turbervill who gave Evidence againſt my 
Lord Stafford at the Bar, is the fame Perſon whom he heard my Lord call by that Name 


in 


gb with J. r 1 rcipp ts the Tower tn M. 
3 not Ga ready whey 
aſed to it in the Paper that is here 
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] bumbly certifie,” that Colonel jou Scott did atcot ding as be bath Sworn in an Th- 


. near Temple- Bar, 1 day or two before t m iam 
ford, to gv e bi in the Tower for the purpoſes contained in the ſaid Information + But 
I told bim, I bad wv acceſs to eb and therefore adviſed bim to wait on the 
Right Honourable William Lord Howard of Eſcri 


go with bim to the Tower before the Death of the ſaid William late Viſcount 
Sa e heed this 17 of PALS 1680, 7 ae | 2 
Edmond Warcupp. 
| ot of 
$. 13. Having laid open che Perjuries as well as the Inſincerity of this late Lord in re- 
ference ro Mr. Dugdale and Mr. Turbervill, that which we are next to apply unto, is, 
how far his word ought to be relied upon in reference to the Characters which he faſtens 
upon Dr. Oats, and how far we are to glve credit to him im his renouncing the having 
ſeen the Doctor before he appeared at the Bat to reſtibe againſt him. Various have been 
the endexvours to ſtain and eclipſe the Reputation of Dr. Oats, but all of them have been 
over-ruled unto, and iſſued in the raiſing his Honour and Eſteem. They very well knew 
that could they but once undermine and ſupplant the credit of that Perſon, the detracting 
from the credit of all the other Witneſſes would be a province which with ſome probability 
of ſucceſs they might then go about and attempt. For as all the reſt do but confirmand 
explain what he at firſt revealed and detected, fo were the Papal Party but once able to 
convince the World that he were an Impoſtor, molt men, though it would be never ſo 
contrary to the Rules of Juſtice, would immediately entertain ſuſpicions of all the reſt. 

And if we may believe the Papiſfts in the Account and Reports which they divulge 
either of the Doctors Intellectuals or Prudentials, we can not apprehend that he was able 
ro invent and frame this Plot, and conſequently that the moſt which his Parts are adopted 
unto, is only to be a Diſcoverer of what more Politick heads had contrived and pro- 
jected. And by how much they think to reproach him by detracting from the compre- 
henſiveneſs of his Underſtanding, or the diſcretion of his Conduct; by ſo much do the 
aſſure all the World that this Conſpiracy was not invented or forged by him. And thoug 
I very much queſtion whether any that reflect upon his Conduct, would have comported 
themſelves ſo well under his Circumſtances and Provocations ; yet his very failours and 
infhirmiries are uſeful ro confirm us that he found this Confpiracy laid and formed to his hand, 
and that the meer diſcloſure and detection of it, is all that can be aſcribed unto him, or 
that he can be allowed to bear himſelf upon. Beſides it is not to be thought that any one 
would pretend to diſcover a Plot of his own framing, till he had before hand ſecured per- 
ſons that ſhould vouch and confirm all that he ſhould fay. For as the whole that a fingle 
Teſtimony could amount unto, was only to awaKen the Government to a watchfulneſs in 
reference to it ſelf, and an enquiry into the actions, and after the Papers of thoſe thar were 

ined of; ſo he could not be unſenſible that the very bringing under a ſuſpicion of 
Treaſon, Perſons of that Quality and Temper that he had taken upon him to accuſe, would 
infallibly bring him into manifold dangers, and expoſe him to eminent hazards. And 
yet it is plain, that this honeſt Doctot whom the World doth fo traduce, was fo far from 
concerting with any before hand, the marter which he appeared about, that he knew nor 
whether there was one man whom fear or conſcience would influence ro confeſs, acknow- 
ledge, or any way confirm what he had ſaid. Beſides were the Doctor an Impoſtor, as the 
Papiſts repreſent him to be, he hath acted with as much imprudence as falſehood, in taking 
upon him to depoſe ſuch a vaſt number of Particulars, and all of them relating to matter 
ot Fact, whereas could he be but difproved in any one of them, there would be reaſon 
and cauſe for disbelieving him in all the reſt. And if we do but conſider how impoſſible it 
is to- lay ſo many Accuſations againſt any ſort of men, and thoſe declarative of things done 
at different times and diſtant places, without leaving ſome one particular incoherent with ti e 
reſt, if not inconſiſtent with the whole; we muſt neceſſarily conclude that the Doctor is 
no Inipoſtor, ſeeing among all the things which he hath Depoſed, there is not any _ 
that 
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not to have ventur 


iracies fell not within the Acircle of the Dotfors 
med to ſay nothing; have been detected by 
lot; which is both an argument of the Doctors 
Impeaching men at peradventure meerly becauſe they are 
Papifts, and an infallible aſſurance of his fincerity in reference to all whom he bath Im- 
peachcd, and a convincing proof of the-truth of thoſe things which he hath depoſed a- 
gainſt them. Moreover, whatſoever he hath ſaid that is either any way material in it ſelf, 
or moſt ſevere againſt the Romiſh Faction, hath been confirmed by others whom he had 
neither foreknowledge of, correſpondence with, or influence u theſe very things 
which were moſt improbable, and- of the truth whereof bis Friends were moſt ſuſpicious, 
and concerning hi his Adverſaries have taken occaſion to Ridicule and Expoſe him, 
namely his inumacy with, and his eſteem among the Jeſuits, bis having been in Spais and 
in favour with the Archbiſhop of Tuam, and his integrity in reporting my Lord Caftlemain 
to be in Sacred and Religious Orders ; have all of tbem been con by other Wit- 
neſſes, and his Credit fully cleared and vindicated in thoſe matters that were molt unlikely 
to be true, and which occaſioned ſome to take fo great advantage not only to traduce bur 
lampoon him. And whereas there was one parti wherein they ventured their whole 
Caule towards the overthrowing his Reputation, namely, that he was at St. Omer: all capri, 
May, and till towards the latter end of June 1678. and conſequently could not have 
been at the Conſult in London, April 24 as be had poſitively Depoſed and Sworn ; it is 
remarkable that the Striplings who were brought from St. Omers to teſtihe that he had not 
ſtirred out of that Colledge all thoſe months, differed greatly among themſelves, ſome 
affirming that he left Sr. Omers the 10th of June, others ſaying that he came from thence 
about the latter end of it, and one proffering to ſwear that be was there in July, who being 
told that he varied from the reſt, cried out, be was ſure be was there till after the Conſulr, 
which ſerved to diſcover what they were pre- ed to ſpeak unto by the ſeſuits, 
whoſe Morality can diſpenſe with a thouſand lies, when the intereſt of the Catholick 
Church, or the preſerving the honour of their Society, doth beſpeak a kindneſi at their 
hands. But there were no leſs than ſeven Witneſſes of unſuſpected credit, and who 
cannot be ſuppoſed to have been under the impreſſion of any inducements influencing 
them to appear in favour of Dr. Oats, that cd upon Oath his being in London both 
in Aprill and May, the time that the Popiſb Youths had averr'd his being at St. Omers. 
And whenſoever Mr. Dadley's Depolitions (who is both a Papiſt and a Gent of 
Quality and of an ancient Family) which lye at preſent before his Majeſty, having 
tranſmitted to one of the Secretaries by the Juſtices of the Peace who took them in the 
Countrey, come to be publiſhed and communicated to the Kingdom; it will then more 
fully a what a horrid Plot hath been carried on by the Peprf#- againſt rhe life of the 
King, Proteſtant Religion, and the ſafety of his Majeſties and molt Loyal Sub- 
jets, and how much the Nation is indebted ro Dr. Oats for the timely and ſeuſonable 
detection of it, and by conſequence for preventing the Execution of their Helliſh Treaſon 
againſt his Majeſty, and the glutting their brutiſh rage in the blood of his Innocent, and 
at that time ſecure an una five People. And it 15 to be hop'd that if this unthank- 
ful age ſhould not reward him in ſome proportion to what he doth deſerve, that yer our 
Poſterity will, if not erect Monuments unto him, at leaſt Record him in Hiſtory, as a 
Ggnal Inſtrument whom God hath made uſe of and honoured to ſave his Countrey, And 
I am not yet ſunk into that deſpondency, but that I both to ſee him receive the ac- 
knowledgments, and participate of the rewards which the Kin oweth him, and that 
ſome elegant Pen will Enroll his Memory in the A of Lime, and thereby leave a 
Pattern to ſucceeding Generations of the 9 ich Dr. Oats bath to his 
Prince, and of the Compaſſion and Duty which he hath teſtified to his Native Countrey, 
which had it not been for bim, would not only have beeg involved in blood, but buried 
in its own ruines. And in the mean time the Credit which not only a great and impartial 
Prince, but the whole Kingdom in its Repreſentatives in four ſucceſſive Parliaments, and 
che 


Nor can the aſſeveration 

| makes it needful for him to 

ity, | ion of this honeſt 

and plain bearted Do&ors Teſtimony, who in the face of 'a thouſand Temptations to the 

* and in the proſpect of innumerable hazards, ſwears that they are horrid Cri- 
minals. - 


Front. Duc, p. 202. The ſecopsd thing I would premiſe is this; That bowſoever a matter 
be unlawful and ſinful, if meaſured with reſpe# to the Rule, it is nevertheleſs ſafe in 

the practick and may be done; —_— fin, if it be but juſtified or comntenanced by the Opi- 
y ſtile, the Doctrine of Probability, avowing, That what- 


to eſcape or avoid. For example, ſuppoſe that one charged with a Crime, make a long 
I barangue 
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harrangue in rernis marefially fit & vindicyre fs inboteney, and" which In the acteptation 
of e bearer con At be CAS] erpretec than a8 ißhertie of che peake from 
the Crime charged upon him ; and though be be highly Criminal and his Hearers meerly 
abuſed by believing bim guiltleſs, he hath not according to this Maxim of Feſaitical Mo- 
rality told a lye, becauſe he never ned that the w which heuſed ſhould ſigniſie any 
thing, but only pronounced to exerciſe his lungs and make a noiſe. | | 

2. ben one tells s falſehood and knows it to be fo, but ſuppoſeth that none will believe 
him in this caſe, ſay ſome of our 4dr Coſniſts, he doth nat ye. For a lye ſay they, is, 
Verbum falſum cum intentione fallendi, A falſchood uttered with an intent to deceive , Filu- 
cim Tom. 2. Tract. 40. cap. 2. And therefore if he that ſpeaks think that no body will be- 
lieve him, he cannot be ſuppoſed to have a purpoſe to deceive and conſequently is not to 
be ſaid to lye. Thus ler era perſon ſpeaks difagret never ſo much with the mind of the 
ſpeaker, yet if it can be but ſuppoſed that the hearets will not believe what the words are 
expreſlive of, there is no lye in ſuch caſe. So that let a man be but of a broken'credithe is 
of all perſons ſecureſt from lying, t he never ſpake a true word from one end of the 
year to the other. And according to this Doctrine the Papiſts are leaſt in danger, of all 
men in the World, of lying to Proteſtants, notwithſtanding every thing they ſay to them 
be falſe, ſeeing they may*very well ſuppoſe that Proteſtamt : will not believe them, as indeed 
nothing bur folly and ſimplicity can lead them to do it. And by this Principle of Popiſb Di- 
vinity, I can make a ſhift.to juſtifie that the late Romiſh TYitors who have ſuffered did not 
lye in their laſt Speeches, though all chat they ſaid and lealed with Oaths and Proteſta- 
tions was falſe, becauſe they might very well imagine that We Mad reaſon to know them bettet 
than to _ them. k e fad ef W 8 . 

. When though all that a Perſon auaibly ſait alſe, yes if with ſomething to be 
= Ks is — in the mind of the ſpeaker, it maꝝ be rendred and male true, in that 
ſay the Roman Caſuifts' the Perſon dath not hye. Quando verba exterius prolata ſunt falſa, 
juncta nihilominus verbis quibuſdam internis quæ quis in mente retinet, faciunt ſenſum 
verum. Compt. Carlet. Tom. 2. Diſp. 24. Sect. 1. Non eft mendacinm cum quis utitur Re- 
ſtrittione tacita, Leſ]. de jure & juſtit. lib. 2. cap. 47. Dub. 6. Qui habet juſtam cauſam ce- 
landi mentem ſuam facit Reſtrittione, non peccat etiamſi alienu ſenſu juret, quod intellige ſi 
neceſſitas vel utilitas juramentum exigat idem ibid. Dub*g. Thus faith Sanches, a man 
may ſwear that he bath not done a = though he really have, by . within bim- 
felf, that he did it not on ſuch or ſuch a day, or before be was born, Op. Mor. lib. 3. cap. 6. 
And this is what they call the Doctrine of Mental Reſervation, than which alone there 
is nothing more needful to avoid lying, though a perſon never ſpeak truth to his Neigh- 
bour. For example, if one ſhould ask another whether he knows any news, he may by 
this art though he know never ſo much, yet both affirm and fear that he knows none, 
providing he have burrhis reſerve in his mind, vir. to tell him; Or if a Prieſt be asked 
whether luch a one did not in Confeſſion acknowledge ſuch a Sin unto him, he may not- 
withſtanding. that the perſon did fo, yet deny it and that with an Oath, providing that he 
have but ſuch a — reſerve as this, namely that it was not confeſſed to him as a meer 
man but as God. Thus if any Papiſt be examined concerning a Deſign againſt the State 
which he not only knows but is a Conſpirator in, he may nevertheleſs ſwear that he knows of 
no ſuch, Deſign, underſtanding in himſelf that he doth not know it as a thing whichever 
Porter in the Town is acquainted with, Now if lawful thus to abuſe the faith of mankind, 
it was to no purpoſe to forbid lying,ſeeiog every one that is not an Idiot = ſave himſelf 
in the moſt ſolemn aſſeverations of a falſehood, by ſome ſecret referve in his on mind. 
And while this Doctrine doth obtain, it is impoſſible to know whether a Papiſt at any time 
ſpeaks truth. One reſolved to poyſon his Prince, may yet ſwear that he never deſigned 
any ſuch thing, reſerving in his own mind that he did not purpoſe to do it with Henbane. 
So one fully reſolved to ſtab his Soveraign, may yet deny it with all the Aſſeverations and 
Oaths imaginable, and never all this while be guilty of lying, providing he have but ſuch 
a reſerve as this, in his mind, namely, that he did not intend to do it with a Lath. To what 
uſeful purpoſes, may this ſacred knack of mental Reſer vation ſerve the Romanifts eſpecially 
while the neceſſity of the Papal Cauſe, or their own Perſonal ſafety render it expedient, 

(40 As if this were not ſecure, nay to avoid 'ying, though a Perſon never ſpeak truth, 
they have found another which they reckon more ſafe, namely, when one bath ſaid that 
which is falſe aloud, be ſhall whiſper to himſelf that which being joyned to it will ſerve to 
make and render it true, Filutius Moral. Queſt. Tom. 2. Tr. 25. Cap. 11. N 331. Thus 
having ſworn aloud that he was not at ſuch a Conſult, he may add by way of whiſpering to 
himſelt 2uith the Secretary of State. Or that after he hath ſaid aloud I fear, he then 
whiſpers that I ſay, and ſo proceeds aloud that I was not in a Conſpiracy againſt the 
King and the Government. Thus they ſpeak truth only to tkemſelves, bur lye to alſ others. 

( 5.) When though what one ſays be falſe in the intention of the — and he knows 
that the heavens will be impoſed upon by ſuch a form of ſpeeob, yer if thr 
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it, yet if in the teilig of ſuch an umrath be doth not divett his int ent iom to the decerving of 
2. — go caſe ſay the Roman Caſmſts, t hongb the party lies yet be doth not fin. Th. 
Papiſts have found a myſtery which will allow men in committing all the villany in the 
World, and yet ſecure them from ſinning, and this they call the directing of the intention. 
For example, if a man ſay the Papal Caſuiſts wiltully kill another that either hath, or may 

hereafter injure him, it is not Murder providing he did it not out of malice or revenge, but 
meerly to repel an injury done him, or prevent one that may be done him. By which 
Maxine 1 know what account to give of Sir Edmund-bury Godfrey's death, namely that 
though the Papiſts killed kim, yet they were far from murdering of him, unleſs they who 
did it were ſuch fools, as not to know how to direct their intention to the ſecuring the Popyſh 
Cauſe, without deſigning revenge for his being ſo buſie to defeat and obſtruct them in 
their deſigus. Thus by this directing of the intention, it is no ſin to calumniate another 
falſly, or to charge him with Crimes which may both reach his life and his honour, although 
you know him altogerher innocent of what you accuſe him of, providing the end you 
purpoſe in doing ſo be ſome ſuch good thing, as the preſerving your ſafety or the reputation 
of the holy Catholick Church, and not the defaming or deltcoying the party whom you 
ſlander and accuſe. Thus the giving a falſe Teſtimony in Court upon Oath, is no fin, if 
you can but direct your intention in doing it to the ſaving of one that he hath a kindneſs 
tor. Thus one may fay and ſwear that which is moſt falſe, providing he do not direct his 
intention to the deceiving men, bug only to hinder them from doing hurt, namely, their 
preventing the Plot from going on, or their hanging a Popiſh Lord or Jeſuit who had 
conſpired againſt the King, the Proteſtant Religion and the Kingdom. By this I think Im 
able to de the St. Omer Youths from * ſinned in their lying Teſtimonies at the 
Old- Bale: For the Siriplings did not formally deſign the abuſing the Judge or Jury, or the 
diſcrediting Dr. Oats, theſe things would have proved bur accidental conſequences of what 
they depoſed, had their Teſtimony been believed; ſeeing alaz all that they intended was 
the bringing off their Friends and the ſupporting the Credit of their Church. And the 
command ot God forbids only a falſe Teſtimony againſt my Brother, but nat a falſe Teſti- 
mony for him. And thus we know caſily how to vindicate the late Papal Martyrs from ha- 
ving ſinned in their laſt lying Speeches; for poor innocent men they did no waysintend to 
deceive, but only to prop up the credit of the Popiſ Cauſe and hinder the Plot from bein 
believed. Welfare Diana who tells us in the third part of his Caſuiſtical Divinity Tr. 6. 
Reſol. 3. T hat in his Caſibusanimus affirmantis aut jurantis non debet eſſe fallere proximum, 
ſed ——— veritarem = ifeftare now expedit. | 
(2.) If they lye and forfwear tbemſelves from a cuſtim and a habit which they have ac- 
quired of lying and perjury, in that caſe js or ſwear falſiy is not according to the greateſt 
of our Modern — any mortal ſin, and as ſome of them ſay any ſin at all. Conſuetud. 
blaſphemandi, ne vel peccatum, nec falſa juramenta ita prolata. Eo ar Tr. 1. Ex. 3. N.36. 
48. Talu non peccat, nec proprie blaſpemat Laiman lib. 1. Tr. 2. cap. 3. So that for a Papiſt 
to acquit himſelE from ſinning by lying Oaths and Aﬀeverations, it is but before hand t 
habituate himſelf never to ſpeak or ſwear what is true. And the more profligate and ob- 
durate any perſon hath been in daily blaſphemies and perjuries, the more ſecure he is from 
ſinning in doing fo, eſpecially it the advantage of the Papal Church require ſuch a curteſie 
at his hand, as to blaſpheme the name of God, and perjure himſelf. Nor is it ſtrange that 
a Lord who had contracted as great cuſtom of ſinning, as moſt men of this age had done, 
ſhould venture to dye with a lie in his mouth upon this bleſſed ſecurity of the ſupream Di- 
rectors of Conſcience, that the cuſtom of lying had made ĩt no {in for him to do ſo. 

( 3.) A Lye according to the Morality of the Romiſh Druines à in ſuch caſes no ſin, when 
he that delivers it, though be confirms it with never ſo many Aſſeverations tobe true, u not 
bound to ſpeak truth. Sylveſter Sum. verb. Mendacium, with many others. Now they 
aſſign ſeveral caſes, wherein thoſe of their Communion are not obliged td ſpeak truth; 

(I.) If the Pope ſhould forbid them to Tpeak what they believe and know, and on the con- 
trary command them to Lye. In that caſe the Authority of the holy Father legitimates lying, 
and 
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cab. F. (2.) J hey prohibited by their lawful Superior to ſpeak truth, and enjoyned 
him to affirm a ff the latter becomes thereby ſancti hed, — ce 
offence and is rendred a fin. For whatſdever a Superior commands, thoſe under his cons + 
duct are bound 1. a how unlawful ſoever the thing which he requires 
may be in it ſelf, yet obedience in that caſe hallows the action. See. Ignatius Epiſt. de wir- 
tute Obedientiæ ad Luſitanos Sef. 11. And what a door this ſets open to ; if an 
Ghoſtly Father think it convenient either for bis own ſafety, or the intereſt the Church 
to require, may be eaſily imagined. ( 3.) It becomes legitimate for them to lye, and they 
are not bound to ſpeak the truth, if any one Noctor or Caſuiſt interpoſe his judgment that 
it is ſafe in the prattick, and for the — the Church that they ſhould aver a falſ- 
hood. This follows upon their Doctrine of Probability, for according unto that, wharſs. 
ever any one Caſuiſt affirms to be lawful, a perſon may venture upon it without runnin 
any hazard of ſinning. And is it to be conceived bur that ſome Prieſt or other will in this 
juncture, not only give liberty for a Member of the Roman Communion in Englanil 
to lye, — when their Cauſe can not otherwiſe ſubſiſt, but that he will frame lying 
Speeches for them, which as occaſion is, others ſhall pronounce? ( 4.) They are not o- 
bliged to ſpeak the truth, when they are before an Uncompetent Authority. And ſuch are 
all Heretical Magiſtrates, in reference to Reman Catholicks. Or if they be ſpeaking to Here- 
ticks, it is the ſame thing, for they are. not under any obligation to entertain them withwhat 
is true. Alax, they may cheat ſuch without diſhoneſty, violate Oaths made unto them, with- 
out perjury, rob them without theft, kill them without murder, and furely much more may 
they lye unto them without the violation of the meaſures of Truth and Juſtice, For they 
whom they may meritoriouſly deſtroy, they may innocently deceive. And by the ſame Prin- 
ciple chat nd fuith is to bo kept with Hereticks, no faith nor truth are due unto them. 

(40 Lying in Papiſt is no fin, when be bath beforehand a Di/penſation for it. For the 
nuure of a Biſpenſation is, that it dorh not change the quality of theF » bur makes it 
| ceaſe to be ſin to him who hath a Diſpenſation for ir, And ſurely if a Papal Diſpenſation may 
| make Inceſt lawful, it may make Lying and Perjury kwful alſo. Bur ſo much hath been 

- faid on this Subject by others, that I ſhall waveenlarging on that particular. FAT get 4 
Seck. 17. And as if it had not been enough to obtrude Maxims on the World, by which's man may ſpeak. 
' diſſonantly to what he knows and believes, and yet not lye ; and by which a man may be guilty of lying 
| and perjury and yet not fin ; They have alſe made proviſion that what they themſelves both ledge to 
| Je a he, and conteſs to be a fin, yet that it ſhall no ways endanger the Salvation of hm who contrafted” fuch 
4 # guilt, And ſurely what the Papifts may do without the hazard of future blefledneſs, and in ſubſerviency 
in the mean time to many great and ſecular ends, they will not much ſcruple the doing of it. Nov the pro- 
viſons which that tender and compaſſionate Church hath made for her Children, by vertue of the benetit 
" of which they may be as wicked as they can delire, and yet be in no danger of the VindiRtive Juſtice of 
| | God, or Eternal Pumiſhments, are ſuch as theſe. 
| ( 1.) She allows them the benefit of Abſolution. Now the nature and end of Abſolution is not to render a 
thing to be no fin which in it ſelf is a fin, but the making that which is fin not be puniſhable by the N- 
vine Tribunal. It doth not make a man to be free from having done that which he hath done, but it ſecures 
him from the Juſtice of God though he did it. Though a Papal Pardon doth not make that not to be which 
is, yet it renders the Perſon as ſate as it it were not, or never had been. And guilt implying an obnoxiouſneſs to 
punithment, they reckon that being by abſolution diſcharged from all obnoxiouſneſs to puniſhment they are no 
more guilty than if they had never committed ſuch a Fact. And ſo they aver themſelves to be as Innocent as 
the Child ynborn, not of the Fact, but with reſpect to the demerit of it. How far this Popiſh Engine hath ſerved 
the intereſt of the Papal Party, and emboldned them to deny that which they were juſtly accuſed of, hath 
_- been abundantly declared by many learned Pens, and therefore my further pains about it, arc ſuperſeded by 
the foregoing labours of others. F 
(2.) The ſecond proviſion of this kind made by the Church of Rome, for the Votaries of the Triple Crown 
and the Subjects of the Infallible Head, is that of Indulgences, by which whole Orders and many Families as 
well as Individual Perſons, are pardoned not only of allzhe fins that they have committed, bur of all that they 
5 ſhall commit as well for ages as years to come. No doubt but they whocould give Indulgences of all fins to 
ſach as heretofore fought in favour of the Pope, and the Court and Church of Rome againit Emperors or 
_ Kings that quarrelled with his Highneſſes Uſurpations, or that liſted themſelves under the Papal Banners for the 
extirpation of Herezicks ; but that they vill be as ready to give [ndulgences of the ſame form and extent, to ſuch 
2+ are engaged for the rooting out of the Northern Hereſie which hath ſo long ty ranniſed over theſe Kingdoms, 

( 3.) To this we may ſubjuin their Doctrine of Purgatory, Supererogations, Maſſes for the dead, which arc all 
| calculated to ſecure the everlaſting happineſs of Paprſts though they dye in known fins. 
| ( 4.) Of Alliance to this, is their opinion concerning the vertue and Power of the wane) which being re- 
| ceived though only with attrition, juſtifieth any one that is in Mortal Sin. And for ſecurities ſake they may keep 

it by them, and adminiſter it to themſelves, if they ſhould fail of an opportunity of having another to admini- 
| ſter it to them And this courſe took Mary Queen of Scots. f 
0 (Ish) Their Doctrine that Martyrdom doth Ex opere operato confer grace, is highly uſeſul and ſubſervient 
ö to the ſame purpoſe. And what a bleſſed condition are our Tyburn and Tower-bid Martyrs in, though the laſt 
: things they did was the forſwearing of themſelves and the invoking God to bear witneſs to falſhood as an authen- 
ſ | tick and ſolemn Truth. And it is but hanging or loſing ones head tor the intereſt of the Triple Crown, and all 
| is ſafe. And may many of them have the good fortune to go this ſecure way (as they believe) to Heaven, 
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